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INTRODUCTION

We believe Victoria can be a global 
leader for our environment and 
climate.  

But since colonisation, Victoria’s natural 
gifts have been squandered. We are 
the most cleared state in Australia with 
70 percent of our forests destroyed, 
and our freshwater environments are 
in decline. Even our faunal emblem, 
the Leadbeater’s Possum, is critically 
endangered. Most of our electricity is 
generated by burning highly polluting 
brown coal. Our cities have been built 
for cars, which crowd out cleaner and 
healthier forms of transport. 

And yet imagine the benefits of 
transitioning away from this destructive 
past to a model of sustainability – a 
thriving society powered by the wind 
and sun. A place of leafy streets, 
smart technology and affordable, cosy 
homes, where we value nature, look 
after our unique plants and animals, 
and share the benefits of a sustainable 
society. 

This is the vision we have for Victoria. 

With strong leadership, Victoria can 
embed sustainability across our entire 
society by building new industries 
powered by 100 percent renewable 
energy and finding clever ways to save 
energy while protecting the places we 
love. 

Or with a timid government, we could 
turn our back on progress – propping 
up declining industries, clear-felling our 
majestic forests, and building highways 
that increase congestion and damage 
our health. We can embrace the future 
or retreat to the past. The 2018 state 
election is our moment to decide. 

To paint a picture of what a sustainable 
Victoria looks like, Environment Victoria 
has been working with experts across 
the state to develop this policy agenda. 
We’ve focused on three key priorities: 

1. Repowering Victoria’s economy 
with clean energy 

2. Ensuring a just and fair transition to 
a sustainable Victorian society and 
economy 

3. Strengthening the systems that 
drive environmental protection and 
sustainability.  

This year, we will be engaging with 
Victoria’s political parties and analysing 
their plans to meet these challenges 
and opportunities. We’ll also be 
working hard to make sure there are no 
backward steps on what has already 
been achieved. 
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REPOWER VICTORIA WITH CLEAN ENERGY  

• Meet the Victorian Renewable Energy Target of 5400 megawatts (MW) 
by bringing 1000 MW of new, large-scale renewable energy online every 
year for the next four years.

• Set an energy storage target for at least 500MW by 2025.

ENSURE A JUST AND FAIR TRANSITION TO A 
SUSTAINABLE VICTORIAN SOCIETY AND ECONOMY

• Make sure every Victorian can benefit from the transition to clean energy 
by repowering 250,000 homes and businesses with rooftop solar and 
energy efficiency.

• Make the Latrobe Valley Authority permanent and reserve 500MW of new 
renewable energy for the Latrobe Valley.

STRENGTHEN THE SYSTEMS THAT DRIVE 
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AND 
SUSTAINABILITY IN VICTORIA

• Set up a Commission for a Hotter and Drier Victoria to deliver new laws 
that protect regional Victoria in the face of climate change.

• Expand successful environmental programs such as funding for 
riverbank restoration.

• Establish the Great Forest National Park.

• Regulate carbon pollution through the EPA and set science based 
emission reduction targets for 2025 and 2030.

KEY PRIORITIES AT A GLANCE
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Focus 1. Repower Victoria’s 
economy with clean energy

Brown coal has been Victoria’s main 
power source for more than 50 years, 
but the engineers who built these coal 
plants didn’t know how much damage 
they could do. 

Today, it’s clear that coal is a 
nightmare for our climate and our 
health. Victoria needs a plan to 
replace last century’s coal-burning 
power stations with clean, safe 
renewable energy.  

At the 2018 election, Victoria can seize 
the opportunity to be a leader on clean 
energy. Across the state, Victorian 
households are embracing renewable 
energy by installing solar panels. With 
excellent wind and solar resources and 
a skilled workforce ready to go, we can 
lead the shift to 100 percent renewable 
energy by 2030. 
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1.1 - 1.3 UNLEASH VICTORIA’S RENEWABLE FUTURE

Victoria has taken big steps in the 
past three years to dismantle the 
barriers to building renewable energy 
and to encourage new projects. 
This election we can commit to a 
pipeline of new renewable energy 
projects that will create jobs, reduce 
greenhouse gases and lower power 
bills.

1.1 Meet the Victorian Renewable 
Energy Target of 5400 MW by 
bringing 1000 MW of new, large-
scale renewable energy online 
every year for the next four years
Creating a strong pipeline for new 
renewable energy projects is the 
most important step we can take this 
election to ensure Victoria has a 21st 
century energy system. To do this, 
Victoria has adopted the Victorian 
Renewable Energy Target (VRET), 
which requires Victoria to source at 
least 5400 MW of renewable energy. 
The benefits of this policy stretch 
across Victoria, with analysis by Ernst 
& Young showing that procuring 5150 
megawatts (MW) of new renewable 
projects to meet the VRET would 
create 9,800 jobs, push power prices 
down and reduce climate pollution by 
140 million tonnes.1  

To achieve the VRET an incoming 
government should schedule annual 
tenders to procure 1000 MW of 
renewable energy per year for the 
next four years. Regular, reliable 
procurement will give local businesses 
the certainty to invest in manufacturing 
while providing a reliable source of 
new jobs and energy capacity. This 
procurement will build on projects 
already under construction to meet 
Victoria’s target of 5400 MW. Ararat  wind  farm.  Photo  credit:  RES  group

1  The  Ernst  and  Young  report  can  be  found  at  https://www.energy.vic.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0021/83091/EY-modelling-report-VRET.pdf
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1.2 Repower Alcoa with 
renewable energy
Alcoa operates a large aluminium 
smelter in Portland, Western Victoria. 
The plant is a huge consumer of 
Victoria’s electricity – drawing 10 
percent of the state’s supply – and is 
an important employer in Portland. 
In 2017, the Victorian government 
provided Alcoa with a $240 million 
bailout package to keep the smelter 
running. The bailout package will 
expire in 2021 and we need to make 
sure that any future support is built on 
a clean, fair energy supply.  

Given the South West coast’s 
significant wind resources, any future 
support to Alcoa should be conditional 
on the company taking steps to 
repower the smelter with renewable 
energy. This would help safeguard 
the future of the smelter and provide 
certainty for the people of Portland 
and manufacturers dependent on the 
smelter such as Keppel Prince. 

1.3 Phase out fossil fuels across 
Victoria 
Over the next decade Victoria must 
phase out fossil fuels. To make sure 
that workers, communities and local 
businesses are protected, an incoming 
government must fast-track planning 
for the closure of Victoria’s old coal-
fired power stations and transition 

planning for affected communities. It 
must also ensure Victoria’s exposure 
to fossil fuels is not increased by 
embarking on new fossil fuel  
projects, including on-shore  
gas drilling, fracking or new coal 
projects.

A union  rally  for  a ‘just  transition’  approach  to  closing  old  coal  power  stations  in  the  Latrobe  
Valley.

Renewable energy could power the 
manufacture of aluminium ingots like these. 
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1.4 - 1.7 BUILD A GRID THAT BENEFITS ALL VICTORIANS

Powering Victoria with 100 percent 
renewable energy will require 
significant deployment of energy 
storage to store clean energy along 
with rules and policies that give 
everyone a chance to benefit from 
renewable energy. 

1.4 Get serious about storage
Victoria’s need for energy storage 
is only going to increase as we 
transition to clean energy. An incoming 
government can supercharge storage 
over the next four years by setting 
an energy storage target of at least 
500MW by 2025 and undertaking at 
least five feasibility studies of possible 
pumped hydro sites based on the 
Australian National University’s survey 
of pumped storage opportunities. 
This study identified approximately 
2050 hydro sites in Victoria that could 
generate 6000 gigawatt hours (GWh) of 
storage. 

1.5 Give every Victorian access to 
solar
Not every Victorian can put a solar 
panels on their roof – they might 
be renting, living in an apartment or 
simply not have the right roof. We can 
overcome this by supporting solar 
gardens – shared solar systems that 
allow people to buy shares of clean 
energy and then have the solar power 
credited to their bill. To make this 
happen, Victoria needs a solar gardens 
incentive program which requires 
retailers to pay a fair price for solar 
and provides means-tested grants 
for low-income renters. Government 
should also follow Queensland’s lead 
in trialing innovative models which 
allow landlords and tenants to split the 
benefits of rooftop solar.

1.6 Make Victoria’s renewable 
boom job rich 
The VRET is a once-in-a generation 
opportunity to train an entire 
renewables workforce. To make 
this happen, three TAFES should be 
identified as renewable energy Centres 
of Excellence, with VRET projects 
prioritised in these areas. To give 
young workers opportunities on VRET 
projects, all renewable energy built 
through the VRET should meet the 
10 percent minimum apprenticeship 
requirement set by the Victorian 
government, and significant penalties 
should apply for contracts that fail to 
deliver. 

1.7 Supercharge the Greener 
Government Buildings program
The government reinstated the Green 
Government Program in 2016, investing 
$33 million over two years into energy 
efficiency programs in government 
buildings. This program has reduced 
energy bills across schools, hospital 
and offices. Over the next term of 
government we can significantly 
increase the size of the program to 
put solar PV and battery storage on 
the roof of every public school in 
Victoria and deliver comprehensive 
energy efficiency projects across all of 
Victoria’s hospitals.
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1.8 - 1.11 REPOWER VICTORIA’S TRANSPORT

Transport makes up 15 percent 
of Victoria’s climate pollution. 
Active transport, like cycling and 
walking, and renewable-energy-
powered public transport are our 
best solutions for reducing these 
emissions, improving health 
outcomes, unclogging congestion 
and improving the liveability of our 
cities. For the remaining journeys, 
we need to increase the uptake of 
electric and efficient vehicles, which 
should also be powered by clean 
energy.

1.8 Invest in sustainable transport 
Victorians are embracing public 
transport in record numbers but 
governments are still obsessed 
with building freeways. To build a 
sustainable transport system two-
thirds of the state’s transport budget 
should be dedicated to public and 
active transport. This could be used to 
give Melbourne ‘metro style’ services 
– trains running every 10 minutes 
on most lines, trams running every 
10 minutes until midnight and smart 
buses running every 15 minutes on 
an expanded network. Environment 
Victoria does not support any major 
new freeway being built in Melbourne, 
including the North-East Link, the 
proposed East-West Link and the 
Western Distributor. 

1.9 Repower Melbourne’s trains 
with 100 percent renewable 
energy
Metro Trains is one of the highest 
consumers of energy in Victoria. Over 
the next term, the government should 
bring online enough renewable energy 
to power Melbourne’s trains, which 
would clean up our transport sector 
and drive investment in renewable 
energy. 

1.10 Encourage off-peak public 
transport use
Every day trains and trams run well 
below capacity in off-peak. Melbourne 
once had off-peak incentives such as 
family saver tickets, which allowed 
those holding weekly tickets to take 
their children on public transport for 
free at the weekends. These types 
of tickets could be used across the 
network to increase patronage on off-
peak services. 

1.11 Get electric vehicles onto 
Victoria’s roads
Around the world there are already 
two million electric vehicles (EVs) on 
the road. But Australians purchased 
just 1369 electric vehicles in 2016, 
representing 0.1 percent of the market. 
Victoria can kick-start the industry and 
become the leader for EVs in Australia.

An incoming government should take 
five steps to encourage EVs over the 
next five years: 

• Set a target for 5% of all new car 
sales to be electric vehicles or plug-in 
hybrids

• Allow EVs to use high occupancy 
lanes 

• Cut stamp duty and provide a 
five-year registration holiday for all 
electric cars

• Set an ambitious emissions target 
for Victoria’s government fleet 

• Offer rebates to build public charging 
stations, with rebates targeted to 
areas where they are needed to build 
a network that avoids clusters in 
affluent areas.
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The impacts of climate change and 
the benefits of renewable energy are 
not evenly spread across our society. 

People on lower incomes are more 
likely to live in hot or cold, substandard 
houses and are less likely to afford the 
upfront cost of solar panels, which can 
lower energy bills. Renters in particular 
are locked out of upgrading the energy 
efficiency of their homes.

Communities in the Latrobe Valley have 
borne the brunt of local air pollution 
for decades, with much higher rates of 
cancer and respiratory ailments than 
the state average. 

These towns also have higher levels of 
unemployment and entrenched social 
disadvantage. Without a transition 
plan and support to diversify the local 
economy, the retirement of coal-burning 
power stations risks exacerbating these 
problems. Regional towns that have 
historically relied on the forestry sector 
for employment face similar challenges. 

The transition to a clean energy 
system needs to be fair. This is why 
Environment Victoria is working for a 
‘Just Transition’, working side by side 
with community groups, unions and 
local residents.

Focus 2. Ensure a just and fair transition to a 
sustainable Victorian society and economy
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Every Victorian deserves the chance 
to reduce their energy bill and cut 
pollution through accessing energy 
efficiency and affordable renewable 
energy.

2.1 Repower 250,000 homes and 
businesses with rooftop solar and 
energy efficiency

To make sure every Victorian household 
and business benefits from renewable 
energy the Victorian Government 
should commit to repowering 250,000 
homes and business over the next 
term. This will be realised through the 
measures outlined below.

Build a Virtual Power Plant: An 
incoming government should commit 
to building a Virtual Power Plant. This 
would provide vulnerable households 
with rooftop solar, battery storage and 
energy efficiency.

This would be funded through a 
partnership between government and 
retailers that funds upgrades at no 
upfront cost to households, cutting 
bills for decades. The stored energy 
in the batteries would be drawn upon 
by energy retailers at times of peak 
demand, reducing wholesale costs 
across Victoria.

This rollout of the Virtual Power Plant 
should  be coupled with ambitious 
energy efficiency retrofits to reduce 
bills for those who most need support. 
The scheme should initially target 
households on low incomes and 
experiencing energy hardship before 
being opened up to all Victorians.

Set up a fully resourced state-wide 
fund for household efficiency and 
renewable energy upgrades: Victorian 
households most in need of the bill 
savings and health benefits of efficiency 
and rooftop solar are often those that 
can least afford the upfront costs. 

To address this, the government should 
partner with energy retailers to establish 
a statewide fund to finance integrated 
efficiency and renewable energy 
upgrades for priority households. 
Households could access loans for 

solar and energy efficiency and then 
use energy bill savings to repay loans 
through their rates. 

The scheme would also deliver fully 
funded behaviour change programs 
and efficiency upgrades for highly 
vulnerable households.

Increase and extend the Victorian 
Energy Upgrade Program: The 
Victorian Energy Upgrades Program 
has shown it can deliver affordable 
energy efficiency outcomes. Now 

2.1 - 2.3 MAKE SURE EVERY VICTORIAN CAN BENEFIT 
FROM THE TRANSITION TO CLEAN ENERGY
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we need to expand the program and 
kick-start activity in the residential 
sector by increasing the target, re-
introducing insulation and better 
targeting vulnerable households by 
setting a priority household sub-target 
or providing targeted grants.   

Set efficiency standards for rental 
properties: Too many renters are 
missing out on the bill savings and 
health benefits of energy efficiency 
because there’s little incentive for 
landlords to invest in improvements. 

To address this we need to set 
minimum standards for health, safety 
and efficiency for all rental homes. 
Standards would initially be set at a 
modest level and scaled up over time, 
allowing landlords to spread investment 
over several years. Landlords would 
also be given access to advice and 
finance to meet the standards. 

Finally, the government should 
provide legislative protection against 
unreasonable rent increases to protect 
vulnerable tenants.

Set up Home Energy Hubs: Many 
Victorians looking to install renewable 
energy and increase the efficiency 
of their home are held back by a 
lack of trusted advice, particularly 
disadvantaged and disengaged 
consumers. 

To overcome this, Victoria needs 
to establish a network of local 
People’s Power Hubs, funded by state 
government and delivered by local 
agencies. 

These hubs would provide all Victorians 
with a ‘one stop shop’ linking them to 
independent advice on tariffs, efficiency 
and renewable energy, access to 
affordable finance and referrals to 
accredited service providers. 

This network would build on the three 
community power hubs setup in 
Ballarat, Bendigo and the Latrobe Valley.

2.2 Establish new residential 
building standards
Victoria led Australia by introducing the 
5-star building standard in 2004. There 
is now ample evidence that building 
homes to 8 stars is economically 
feasible, saving households hundreds of 
dollars a year in energy bills.

This higher target will significantly 
reduce bills for Victorians living in the 
new outer suburbs, who already face 
high transport and housing costs. 

2.3 New compliance cops to 
enforce building standards 
Too many construction companies are 
failing to comply with Victoria’s 6 star 
energy standards and homeowners 
who find their houses have not been 
built to standard often have nowhere to 
turn. To fix this, Victoria must increase 
random inspections of new homes 
by government regulators so that at 
least one in every ten new homes are 
assessed. Where builders are found to 
have failed to meet energy standards, 
there must be significant penalties.
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We know that shifting to renewable 
energy will bring about massive 
changes in the energy system – which 
is why communities need support 
now to plan for the changes that are 
coming.

2.4 Make the Latrobe Valley 
Authority permanent and expand 
its mandate 
The Latrobe Valley Authority plays 
a vital role in helping workers from 
Hazelwood power station while 
supporting new businesses and 
community facilities. However, the 
challenges facing the Valley will not 
evaporate overnight and we need to 
plan for the inevitable closure of the 
remaining coal-burning power stations. 

To do this, the Latrobe Valley Authority 
should become a permanent statutory 
authority that has a mandate beyond 
coordination – managing planning, 
budgeting and implementation of major 
government programs within the Valley.

2.5 Expand energy efficiency 
programs across Gippsland 
In the last two years, the government 
has committed to upgrade up to 1000 
homes in the Latrobe Valley. This 
program can be significantly scaled 
up to deliver a comprehensive retrofit 
program for the Gippsland region. 

The priority for this program would be 
to provide fully funded upgrades for the 
14,000 most vulnerable households in 
the Gippsland region, such as public 
housing tenants, low-income earners 
and those suffering energy hardship.

2.6 Reserve 500 MW of new 
renewable energy for the Latrobe 
Valley
The Latrobe Valley has a proud history 
of powering Victoria. To capitalise on 
existing network infrastructure and 
engineering skills, 500 MW of the VRET 
should be reserved for projects in the 
Latrobe Valley.

2.7 Establish a Forest Industry 
Transition Authority 
VicForests has shown that it can’t lead 
a sustainable transition in Victoria’s 
forests. 

To address this, an incoming 
government should establish a new 
Forest Industry Transition Authority that 
will help facilitate transition of the native 
forest sector to a truly sustainable 
plantation industry. 

2.4 - 2.7 DELIVER A JUST TRANSITION ACROSS VICTORIA

Credit: Gippsland Solar
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The systems that protect Victoria’s 
environment are inadequate and 
outdated. 

The state’s Flora and Fauna Guarantee 
Act, now almost two decades old, 
focuses on listing threatened species 
but does little to protect them. 

One symbolic example of this failure is 
our faunal emblem, the Leadbeater’s 
Possum, which remains critically 
endangered. The biggest threat to 
its survival is logging, highlighting 
another flaw – that our parks system 
isn’t comprehensive enough to protect 
biodiversity. 

Victoria’s stream flows have been in 
decline for decades, showing that our 
water management systems also need 
fundamental reform. 

Serious questions have been raised 
about the integrity of our waste 
management systems, and the EPA 
is failing to regulate the biggest threat 
to our environment – greenhouse gas 
pollution.

With more than 1.5 degrees of global 
warming already locked in and the real 
prospect that we will face 4 degrees of 
warming, we urgently need to reform 
our systems to meet the scale of 
today’s challenges. 

The systems that protect our 
environment are often invisible to 
us as we go about our lives, but are 
fundamental in shaping our impact 
on the environment and ensuring we 
clean up the damage we cause. We 
have broken these systems into three 

categories – systems that protect 
nature, systems that manage our 
production and systems that should 
limit our climate pollution. 

The next term of government should 
overhaul these systems to provide 
greater protections for our environment, 
improve trust between citizens and 
government and help reduce emissions 
at the urgent speed required.

Focus 3. Strengthen the systems that 
drive environmental protection and 
sustainability in Victoria  
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Victoria’s environment is under 
unprecedented pressure. Over-
extraction of water, disregard for our 
soils and pressure on our forests is 
pushing our environment beyond its 
limits. 

We need to fundamentally change 
our management of land, nature and 
animals.

3.1 Set up a Commission for a 
Hotter and Drier Victoria 
In the next term of government, a 
new Commission for a Hotter and 
Drier Victoria should be established 
with an ambitious agenda to develop 
a transition plan for Victoria’s 
environment, land-sector and 
agriculture that meets the threat of 
climate change. 

This commission would bring 
together farmers, indigenous people, 
environmentalists, rural communities, 
local government and the private sector 
to collectively plan how we manage 
our environment. It would develop a 
shared understanding of unsustainable 
practices, such as overuse of 
pesticides, unsustainable agriculture 
and deforestation, and would develop 
inclusive agriculture and land-use 
transition strategies that bring together 
clear biodiversity goals, support 
communities to adapt to climate 
change and provide new ways to make 
collective decisions to manage land for 
the long term. 

The commission would also identify 
urgent measures to prepare for a 
warmer world, such as establishing tree 
banks that can supply species adapted 
to different climates.

3.2 Implement a reformed Flora 
and Fauna Guarantee (FFG) Act
Over the last three years there has 
been a comprehensive review of the 
FFG Act. While the details of the new 
Act are still being finalised it is vital that 
an incoming Minister use the new Act 
quickly to protect critical habitats for 
threatened species. To make sure the 
Act is effective we need a ‘cop on the 
beat’, with real enforcement powers and 
tougher penalties for non-compliance, 
combined with clear targets to help 
threatened species recover. Finally, 
the community must be supported to 
initiate legal action to protect threatened 
species.

3.3 Reform the Water Act to give 
our rivers a fair share of water
The Water Act formally enshrined 
the concept of ‘environmental water 
reserves’ in 2005 but, unfortunately, 
successive governments have 
consistently failed to provide sufficient 
water to actually maintain healthy rivers.

To address this, the Water Act needs to 
be reformed to guarantee good quality, 
available water for environmental 
purposes to make sure our rivers 
survive.

We should also extend the approach 
developed in the recent Yarra River 
Protection Act to cover strategic 
planning in all other metropolitan rivers 
such as the Maribyrnong, Barwon and 
Werribee rivers.

3.1 - 3.8 DELIVER A FAIR GO FOR NATURE

Credit: Doug Gimesy
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3.4 Continue funding for 
successful riverbank restoration 
Riverbanks are incredibly valuable 
places, at the junction of land and 
water. When they are in good condition 
they stop pollutants entering the water, 
provide shade to keep rivers cool and 
preventing flood damage and erosion. 

As the climate changes, they will 
become increasingly important, 
creating refugees and migration 
opportunities for wildlife. Riverbanks 
should be at the forefront of biodiversity 
conservation.

The number one threat to riverbank 
health is livestock grazing. To address 
this, the government provided $30 
million for fencing and restoration 
through the Regional Riparian Action 
Plan to be spent over four years. 

This program has protected over 1500 
km of riparian land in the last two years, 
covering 60 percent of the area that was 
targeted for protection. 

Given the success of the program, we 
should double funding to $60 million to 
be delivered between 2020 and 2024. 
This will significantly increase the 
positive impact of the program. 

3.5 Fill the gaps in our national 
parks 

Victoria is blessed with incredible 
natural parks, but there are still so many 
special places that don’t have sufficient 
protection. 

With a number of strategic interventions 
we could create a comprehensive park 
system that protects biodiversity and 
better serves the Victorian community.

The Great Forest National Park 
(GFNP): The GFNP has won support 
across Victoria. The park would protect 
355,000 hectares of forests, providing 
a new wilderness escape within reach 

of every Melbournian and playing a 
vital role in protecting Victoria’s rare 
and precious species, such as the 
Leadbeater’s Possum. It would also 
create 750 jobs and lead to 380,000 
extra visitors coming to Victoria’s 
spectacular central highlands.

Central West Victoria: There are a 
number of vital ecosystems that need 
protection in central west region such 
as Wombat Forest, Wellsford, Mount 
Cole and the Pyrenees Range forests. 
These areas continue to be threatened 
by gold mining, commercial logging and 
other threats. 

Strathbogie Ranges: These ranges are 
home to the threatened Greater Glider 
and desperately need protection from 
logging. 

Murray River Park: The Murray River 
Park is a series of state parks dotted 
along the Murray River. The area is 
protected, but was never declared a 
national park. As a result cattle are still 
allowed to graze, which pollutes the 
water and tramples riverbeds. This area 
should be declared a national park and 
Parks Victoria should be given at least 
$5 million extra funding to manage the 
area. 

3.6 Properly fund inclusive park 
management 
To protect our national parks we need 
to significantly increase the amount of 
operational funding provided to Parks 
Victoria. 

As part of this, Victoria should commit 
to a comprehensive approach to 
joint management of national parks 
and conservation estates with 
local traditional owners, working 
collaboratively to build on the 
successful programs already in place 
across Victoria.

3.7 Expand our marine parks
Victoria has failed to establish any new 
marine parks since 2002, despite being 
home to a wide range of unique marine 
animals. 

Environment Victoria supports the 
Victorian National Park Association’s 
call for a review of Victoria’s marine 
protected areas and the establishment 
of new marine national parks in key 
areas across the state.

3.8 Invest in Victoria's biodiversity
The Trust for Nature plays a vital role 
in protecting biodiversity by supporting 
private land-holders to convert their 
properties to permanent protected 
habitats. 

The Trust operates a Revolving 
Fund that purchases properties rich 
in biodiversity, applies permanent 
protections and then re-sells the 
properties. The Fund has already 
protected 7,000 ha, but can be 
significantly expanded. To do this, an 
incoming Government should invest 
$36m in the Fund to protect 70,000 ha 
of vital conservation land.
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Between 1996 and 2015, Australia’s 
population grew by 28 percent but 
waste increased by 170 percent. 

We recycle much less than some 
European countries, where 99 percent 
of waste is recycled. We’ve also seen 
serious concerns emerge about the 
integrity of our recycling system. 

With the right policies, Victoria has 
an opportunity to position itself as 
Australia’s leader in resource recovery.

To do this, we need to maximise 
resource recovery and invest 
in research to find new ways to 
integrate recycled material across the 
manufacturing sector.

3.9 Reform our recycling systems 
ABC programs The War on Waste and 
Four Corners exposed concerning 
shortcomings in our management of 
recyclable material. 

Victorians have the right to know 
that their recycling efforts are being 
managed properly. 

To address this, over the next term the 
Victorian government must reform our 
recycling system, ensuring waste is not 
shipped to other jurisdictions, recyclable 
material is not ending up in landfill and 
any stockpiling is well regulated and 
safe.

To maintain these standards, the EPA 
needs to be provided with sufficient 
resources to prosecute any company 
found breaking these rules.

3.10  Deal with our most 
challenging waste
Victoria has recognised that there are 
a number of waste streams that simply 
shouldn’t be ending up in landfill. 

Organic waste releases dangerous 
greenhouse gases when in landfill. 
However, when diverted to compost it 
is able to return nutrients to soil while 
minimising landfill. 

Similarly, e-waste such as computers 
and televisions can leach toxic material 
into soils, rather than bringing valuable 
materials back into circulation. 

To address this, we need to ban these 
streams from our landfills and make 
sure the EPA has the resources to 
enforce these bans. 

3.11 Increase the landfill levy and 
use it to drive innovation
Wherever possible, recycling should be 
more economically attractive than using 
new materials. 

When landfill costs are high we 
have seen recycling rates increase. 
Conversely, when states reduce or 
remove waste levies recycling rates 
crash.

Victoria’s landfill levy is less than half of 
New South Wales’s levy. To improve the 
economics of recycling it is essential 
that the levy capture the full cost of 
landfill. Victoria should increase the 
levy in line with New South Wales 
($138.20 per tonne Metropolitan/$79.60 
per tonne Regional) and introduce a 
proximity rule, banning the shipment of 
Victoria’s waste to other states to avoid 
the levy.

To ensure we have a range of high value 
applications for recycled material, we 
need more research and development 
to get recycled material into a wider 
range of high value products. This 
can be delivered by harnessing the 
Sustainability Fund to develop new 
products and processes that integrate 
recycled materials into product design 
(The Sustainability Fund is addressed in 
item 3.19).

3.12 Help people fix their things 
rather than throwing them out 
Repair cafes are gathering momentum 
around the world – providing a way 
for communities to come together 
and fix their electronics, furniture 
and household items. There is huge 
potential to amplify this movement 
and give people across Victoria access 
to low-cost repair cafes through a 
specialised grant stream to support fix-
it cafes across the state. 

3.9 - 3.12 CLEAN UP OUR WASTE SYSTEMS
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The burden of pollution is not spread 
evenly across Victoria. 

Disadvantaged communities too often 
carry this burden and don’t have the 
information they need to push for 
improvements. 

In the next term of government, we 
can establish the systems and rules 
that put power back into the hands of 
Victorians.

3.13 Mandatory disclosure of 
contamination on residential sites 
Melbourne’s history as a manufacturing 
city means many residential properties 
have a dangerous – even toxic  – 
history. Home owners aren’t given all 
the information currently collected 
about their properties but they should 
be, including all previous uses and any 
contaminants on site. 

3.14 Make sure the EPA has the 
resources to clean up abandoned 
sites  
Across Victoria there are sites that 
have been abandoned and now require 
emergency remediation. This isn’t fair 
or safe. The EPA needs to be able to 
fund clean-up squads to remediate 
dangerous abandoned sites and turn 
them into housing, new businesses or 
community facilities. 

3.15 Establish an Environment & 
Lands court 
Currently, environmental litigation 
has no proper home in Victoria’s legal 
system. We need a dedicated court 
with specialised decision-makers to 
make timely, science-based decisions 
and reduce the burden on VCAT that is 
setup to be accessible to all citizens.  

3.16 Fix the Environmental Effects 
Act
Environmental Effects Statements are 
a key part of project approvals, but the 
process too often fails to effectively 
minimise environmental impacts. This 
can be addressed by strengthening the 
approvals requirements and ensuring 
that the requirements of the Act are 
more closely followed.

3.13 - 3.16 IMPROVE ENVIRONMENTAL TRANSPARENCY
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Victoria’s Climate Change Act was 
enacted in 2017, providing vital 
safeguards that can protect Victoria 
from the worst impacts of climate 
change. 

However, for the Act to be effective the 
government needs to set ambitious 
targets and use the tools at its 
disposal to reduce emissions.

3.17 Support and embed ambitious 
2025 and 2030 emissions targets
The Andrews government has set 
an emissions target for 2020 and 
announced that they will set emissions 
targets for 2025 and 2030 to meet the 
goal of zero emissions by 2050. 

These targets are being guided by 
an expert independent panel that will 
recommend how Victoria can most 
effectively reduce its emissions. 

An incoming government should 
announce 2025 and 2030 targets that 
are consistent with achieving zero 
emissions by 2050 and are in line with 
the objective of the Paris Agreement to 

limit global warming to 1.5-2 degrees 
above industrial levels.

3.18 Regulate Carbon Pollution 
through the EPA
The Victorian government has 
undertaken significant reforms of the 
EPA, which were warmly welcomed by 
Environment Victoria. However, the EPA 
is still failing to regulate greenhouse 
gas emissions that are driving 
climate change – the single greatest 
environmental threat we face. 

The Climate Change Act confirms that 
the EPA has the power to regulate CO2, 
however the government has failed to 
clearly indicate that the EPA should use 
these powers. 

To regulate C02, the EPA should impose 
limits on greenhouse gases from power 
stations as part of its review of power 
station licenses and re-establish the 
Environment and Resource Efficiency 
Plans (EREP) program to drive down 
emissions for other major emitters. 

3.19 Use the Climate Change Act to 
drive ambitious reductions across 
Victoria’s economy
The Climate Change Act requires the 
next government to set emissions 
reduction targets for the transport, 
waste and agriculture sectors. These 
sectors are an important source of 
emissions, so targets will need to be 
ambitious and effective. 

The Act also requires the government 
to set an emission reduction target for 
its own operations. This is an important 
opportunity for the government to show 
that it is leading by example. 

Finally, the Act also requires 
government to consider climate change 
in its decision-making. To date, this 
mechanism has not been effective as 
it has provided little guidance and too 
much wriggle room. The next Victorian 
government needs to rectify this by 
prioritising climate change as a key 
factor in decision-making.

 

3.17 - 3.19 STRENGTHEN SYSTEMS 
TO REDUCE CLIMATE POLLUTION
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Climate change has profound 
implications for Victoria’s budget. 

These costs are often invisible as 
they’re not captured in our state 
budget, but for the communities and 
ecosystems carrying these costs they 
are very real. 

We also desperately need to 
incorporate environmental accounting 
into our budgeting processes, which 
will allow us to track the health of our 
ecosystems.

3.20 Supercharge environmental 
programs through the 
Sustainability Fund
The Sustainability Fund was set up to 
fund environmental programs through 
environmental levies such as the landfill 
levy. 

Over time, the fund accumulated half a 
billion dollars, which could have driven 
innovation or reduce emissions. Instead, 
the fund sat underspent for years, 
helping to prop up the state budget. 

Over the last few years, the government 
has finally starting spending money 
coming into the Sustainability Fund. 

While a positive step, the rate of 
investment is still far too low, with 
approximately half a billion sitting in the 
fund. 

We need to accelerate expenditure from 
the fund so that it can meet its intended 
purpose, particularly given the scale of 
the environmental challenges that we 
face.

3.21 Climate proof Victoria’s 
budget
We need to improve the accounting 
methods and transparency used in 
the Victorian budget process to truly 
understand the budget’s climate change 
impact. 

To do this, climate science needs to 
be integrated throughout the budget – 
understanding how climate change will 
impact communities and ecosystems 
over the next 5, 10 and 30 years. 

We also need to integrate environmental 
accounting into the budget – 
consistently and rigorously tracking the 
health of ecosystems. 

3.20 - 3.21 CLIMATE-PROOF THE STATE’S SPENDING
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With 1.5 degrees of global warming 
already locked in, Victoria has 
exhausted its carbon budget. 

We’ve already emitted too much 
pollution into the atmosphere 
and given our legacy of fossil fuel 
generators we will continue to emit for 
some time. 

We can’t simply rely on international 
credits to buy our way back to surplus. 
The price of carbon credits could 
rise significantly and there remain 
significant concerns about the 
integrity of international permits. 

Victoria needs to begin to plan today 
so that we’re ready.

3.22 Set up a task-force to 
investigate negative emissions and 
develop a roadmap for Victoria 
We need to start to think through 
how negative emission technology 
will work in Victoria. This will require 
significant investments in Research 
& Development to find workable 
schemes to draw down carbon into 
oceans, trees and soil, or convert 
carbon into safe material. We also need 
to develop a regulatory framework to 
ensure that emissions are sequestered 
permanently and that any strategy 
to sequester carbon does not lead to 
dangerous unintended consequences, 
such as undermining groundwater or 
establishing inappropriate plantations. 
Mitigating these risks requires clarity, 
planning and regulation.  

3.22 PREPARE FOR NEGATIVE EMISSIONS 
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Victoria is at a pivotal moment in the 
transition to a sustainable future. In 
the last few years, Victoria has taken 
significant steps to drive the clean 
energy revolution. It’s vital that we build 
on this momentum.

Climate change remains the world’s 
biggest challenge, and Victoria is 
particularly vulnerable to its impacts. 
Bushfires, heatwaves and drought are 
already taking lives and destroying 
livelihoods across our state, so we 
need strong mechanisms to reduce 
emissions.

We need to ensure that the systems 
that protect our environment are strong. 

We need waste systems that are 
trusted, support for communities 
affected by pollution and more funding 
for public transport. 

We also need a stronger, more 
ambitious approach to protecting 
nature. The systems we rely on 
to protect our precious natural 
environment aren’t working – we 
desperately need to find new ways to 
drive transition in agriculture and land 
management. 

This must be coupled with a more 
ambitious approach to protecting 
nature – delivering new national parks 
and implementing a Flora and Fauna 
Guarantee Act that is up to the task of 
protecting Victoria’s unique plants and 
animals.

The policies outlined in this report have 
shown the wide range of opportunities 
Victoria has to build on policies that are 
already working - supercharging the 
growth of renewable energy, cutting 

energy waste, delivering storage and 
ensuring that we deliver a just transition 
for affected communities.

We need to leave behind the old thinking 
that pits jobs against the environment, 
and embrace the opportunities in a 
renewable energy-driven economy 
while reducing our impact on the natural 
world. This is how we bring about the 
change that Victoria and the world so 
desperately needs. 

 

THIS ELECTION IS PIVOTAL FOR VICTORIA
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