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Focus 1: Repower Victoria’s economy with clean energy 
  
Key test of success: How will the Party make Victoria a leader on 
clean energy by embracing opportunities to drive renewable energy 
and phase out fossil fuels? 
  
Environment Victoria’s policy agenda  
  
Unleash Victoria’s Renewable Future 
● Meet the Victorian Renewable Energy Target (VRET) of 5400 MW by 

bringing 1000 MW of new, large-scale renewable energy online every 
year for the next four years 

● Repower Alcoa with renewable energy 
● Phase out fossil fuels across Victoria  
 
 

Build a grid that benefits all Victorians 
● Set a 500 MW storage target 
● Give every Victorian access to solar by encouraging solar gardens (shared 

solar installation) and allowing landlords and tenants to split the cost of 
solar  

● Make Victoria’s renewable boom job rich by establishing TAFE Centres of 
Excellence to train renewable energy workers and ensure projects built 
through the VRET meet or exceed a 10% minimum apprenticeship 
requirement  

● Supercharge the Greener Government Building’s Program by increasing 
investment in the program  

 
 
Repower Victoria’s Transport 
● Invest in sustainable transport such as public and active transport and 

reduce spending on freeways   
● Repower Melbourne’s trains with 100% renewable energy 
● Encourage off-peak public transport through innovative ticketing  
● Encourage uptake of electric vehicles by setting an electric vehicle target 

for all new cars, allowing EVs to use high occupancy lanes, reducing 
emission from the Government’s fleet and providing rebates for public 
charging stations.  
  

 

Focus 1 - Party Response:  

 

Fossil fuel generators should be retired progressively over a reasonable time frame 

(maximum 15 years) and be substituted with sustainable energy systems. Fossil fuel 

subsidies should be progressively removed and funds redirected towards clean, 

renewable energy technologies.  

 

Many of the new sustainable systems are now comparable in production costs with 

older technologies and allow for local innovation and decentralised control that 

would create a regular markets operating with competitive prices. 

 

Progressively retiring Australia’s coal reserves may cause some loss of national 

income, but will help reduce global pollution and should be mitigated by the potential 

increase in revenue from sustainable energy 

 

An aspect that is often not discussed widely is that most renewable energy is not 

perfect. Even solar panels, while having significant benefits, require the use of toxic 

compounds to create the solar panels. A holistic approach needs to be taken to 

renewable energy production rather than the narrow view  

 

We would welcome further discussions with Environment Victoria to develop and 

expand our policies. 
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Focus 2: Ensure a just and fair transition to a sustainable 
Victorian society and economy  
  
Key test of success: How will the party ensure that all Victorians 
benefit from the shift to clean energy and that communities and 
workers are supported as Victoria transitions to a sustainable future? 
  
Environment Victoria’s policy agenda  
  
Repower 250,000 homes and businesses with rooftop solar and 
energy efficiency in the next 4 years 

 
● Build a virtual power plant that provides solar, battery storage and 

energy efficiency upgrades for 150,000 Victorians by 2022 
● Set up a fully resourced state-wide fund for priority household 

efficiency and renewable energy upgrades 
● Increase and extend the Victorian Energy Upgrade Program 
● Set up Home Energy Hubs 
● Set energy efficiency standards for rental properties 
● Improve efficiency standards for new homes  
● Appoint new compliance cops to enforce building efficiency standards 
 
 

 
Deliver a just transition across Victoria 

 
● Make the Latrobe Valley Authority a permanent statutory authority 

and expand its mandate 
● Expand energy efficiency programs across Gippsland, starting with 

14,000 most vulnerable households in the region 
● Reserve 500 MW of new renewable energy to be built through the VRET 

for the Latrobe Valley 
● Establish a Forest Industry Transition Authority to drive the shift to 

sustainable plantation timber.  

 
 
 
 

 

Focus 2 - Party Response:  

 

Changing an entire industry is a challenging and difficult task. If it is not undertaken 

in the appropriate manner, the result can be an increase in unemployment, negative 

impact on power supply and financial hardship to hardworking Victorians. 

 

A careful plan will need to be devised to ensure continuity of both employment and 

power supply. A staged approach will be required to assist in a smooth transition. 

 

An advantage of renewable energy is that there are a variety of methods by which 

this can be achieved. It also can result in decentralised power generation, which can 

benefit multiple communities across Victoria. 

 

While renewable energy production is critical, reducing the demand on the power 

supply is even more important. The approach for this will need to be on a home by 

home, business by business, basis. 
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Focus 3: Strengthen the systems that drive environmental 
protection and sustainability in Victoria  
  
Key test of success: How will the party strengthen, reform and 
enhance the laws and policies that protect Victoria’s natural systems 
and precious flora and fauna?  
  
Environment Victoria’s policy agenda  
  
Deliver a fair go for nature  
● Establish a Commission for a Hotter and Drier Victoria to plan for warming 

that is already locked-in  
● Improve threatened species protections under the Flora and Fauna 

Guarantee Act 
● Reform the Water Act to give our rivers a fair share of water 
● Double the funding provided for successful riverbank restoration to 

$60m 
● Establish the Great Forest National Park, fill gaps in our national 

parks system & expand our marine parks 
● Properly fund inclusive park management 
● Invest $36M in the Trust for Nature’s revolving fund to protect 60,000 ha of 

conservation land  

 
 
Clean up our waste systems 
● Reform recycling systems to restore trust and ensure that recycling is 

reducing the amount of waste going to landfill  
● Redirect organics from landfill to create compost production systems 

and fully implement a ban on e-waste being sent to landfill  
● Increase the landfill levy and use it to drive innovation 
● Help people fix goods by supporting repair cafes  
● Articulate plans to work towards a circular economy   
 
 

Improve environmental transparency 
● Implement mandatory disclosure of contamination on residential sites 
● Make sure the EPA has the resources to clean up abandoned sites 
● Establish an Environment & Lands court 
● Fix the Environmental Effects Act by strengthening the approvals process 

and ensuing that the act is more closely adhered to   

 

Focus 3 - Party Response:  

 

The health of Australians and their quality of life are directly correlated to the health 

of the environment. Clean air and  water, nutritious food, well  planned  cities  and  

urban  environments  and  the protection  and  setting  aside  of pristine natural and 

high value heritage areas are essential for the ongoing physical, emotional and 

spiritual health of Australian communities and the Nation as a whole. The HAP 

supports the development of sustainable, renewable power sources in preference to 

the continued expansion of fossil fuels. 

 

The HAP is  committed  to  a  prohibition  on  the wasteful use  of  old  growth  forests  

for  woodchipping  or  pulping purposes.  The  HAP believes  there  should  be  a  

vigorously  policed moratorium  on  the  importation  of  any  illegally harvested 

rainforest timbers to support other nations’ efforts at curbing destructive practises 

globally. This general principle would also  apply  to  other  agricultural  or  wildlife 

products  which  we  as  a  nation  within  our  context found undesirable.  

 

The HAP will: 

(a) Encourage environmental rejuvenation including the improvement of forestry, 

farming cropping, livestock, silviculture and urban usage. 

(b) Support the development and implementation of clean, renewable energy 

sources as a primary focus of our energy based society. 

(c) Require comprehensive investigation into environmental hazards before 

granting extraction/mining approval.   

(d) Prohibit the use of old growth forests for woodchipping or pulping purposes. 

Promote the phased transition to a biodiverse silviculture and plantation 

hardwood and softwood industry. 

 

 

Water security is essential to Australia’s future prosperity.  Much of Australia suffers 

from inconsistent rainfall patterns.  Some areas can have 30% of the years’ rainfall in 

a few weeks, followed by years of dry seasons.  Planning will be started to ensure 

that agricultural production can continue even during dry years.  
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Strengthen systems to reduce climate pollution 
● Support and embed 2025 and 2030 emissions targets that are 

consistent with keeping warming below 2 degrees  
● Set limits on carbon pollution from power stations through EPA 

licences 
● Use the Climate Change Act to drive ambitious reductions across 

Victoria’s economy and set ambitious targets to reduce emissions 
from the Victorian government’s’ own operations.  

● Climate proof Victoria’s budget by tracking the costs of climate change and 
integrating environmental accounting into the budget  

● Set up a task force to investigate negative emissions and develop a 
roadmap for Victoria   

 

 

 

The HAP policy will aim to stabilise our production so as to break the cycle of boom 

and bust for rural properties. 

 

We will propose a National water security program that will protect Australia’s water 

supply from privatisation.   

 

There will be a three-pronged approach to water security and stability.  One will be 

based on capturing excess run off in large storage dams, the second will be 

prevention of evaporation and run off by incentives to keep all national and private 

land covered with ground cover year round thus preventing sediment movement 

which would fill storage dams, and the third will be a tax and monitoring basis of 

water quality monitoring at the lowest point on each property to encourage changes 

in behaviour by land owners.  

 

This scheme will carefully evaluate the full implications of future dam building which 

on one hand can create water  security for some, but on the other hand can destroy 

large areas of flora and fauna, and change people’s livelihoods in rural communities, 

both positively and negatively.  The Snowy Mountains Scheme can be used as an 

exemplar of how nation building schemes can benefit of the nation in some ways, but 

create great disruption elsewhere. 
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