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Editorial

Getting out of Melbourne this Easter, 
it seemed everyone was heading in 
the same direction. After bushfires, 
lockdown and border closures Victoria 
was ready to go bush! 

The four days I spent walking in the 
high country with my son Jack were 
rejuvenating but also deeply saddening 
as we were surrounded by the evidence 
of climate change. Over the last few 
decades I’ve seen Australia’s snow gum 
woodlands turn into tree graveyards. 
The intensity and frequency of bushfire 
is preventing recovery of this fire tolerant 
species. Hopefully we will get better at 
keeping fire out of the high country, but 
even so Jack will never know the verdant 
old growth snow gum woodlands I grew 
up with. 

Stories like these are everywhere, and 
whilst it’s confronting it’s also powerful 
to listen and share, which is why we 
worked with East Gippsland residents 
to produce Beyond the Burning. Turn 
to page 10 to find out how you can 
screen this evocative film in your local 
community and use it to inspire hope 
and action. 

Indeed, this edition of EV News is filled 
with inspiring stories.  

We celebrate an extraordinary win – the 
rejection of AGL’s proposed gas import 
terminal in Westernport Bay. It takes 
an organised community to defend 
the place they love against a fossil 
fuel behemoth like AGL. Volunteers, 
donors, experts and lawyers worked 
together to demolish AGL’s bogus 
claims and its social licence. Our 
coalition was so powerful that locally 
elected representatives at every level 
of government and of every political 
persuasion ended up backing the 
community over AGL.  

You will read about how momentum 
is building in the Latrobe Valley for a 
community led plan to transition beyond 
coal. And look back at how, in the midst 
of Victoria’s second wave last year we 
convinced the Andrews government 
to make the biggest clean energy 
investment by any state government 
ever.  

The last year showed us by working 
together our society can move at 
lightning speed to solve big problems. 
Now we’re beginning to emerge from 
the pandemic it is vital we hold on to 
that thought and keep our sights high, 
for the challenges that lie ahead are 
indeed existential. 

 

Jono La Nauze, 
Chief Executive Officer

Front cover image: Westernport Community
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The road to 
coal free Victoria

Coal is on the way out, but how 
will the transition unfold in 
Victoria? 

Renewables are in and coal is out. 
That’s the message being reinforced by 
analysts everywhere as cleaner, cheaper 
renewable energy pushes out polluting 
fossil fuels and the energy transition 
picks up pace globally. 

Almost every day, the Australian media 
speculate about the shortening lifetimes 
of the remaining coal-burning power 
stations. 

The signs are there - we’re moving in the 
right direction, but we’ve got a long way 
to go to match the pace of change we 
need to address the climate crisis. United 
Nations chief António Guterres recently 
urged leaders of developed countries, 
including Australia, to present plans to 
phase out burning coal by 2030.  

The word ‘plan’ is pivotal. A growing 
chorus is calling on governments to form 
definite plans to make the transition 
more predictable and provide support 
for coal workers and communities most 
impacted by change.  

The Australian federal government is 
missing-in-action on both fronts. It has 
no plans to change the energy mix in 
line with climate science, and it has 
no national framework to manage the 
retirement of increasingly unviable coal 
power stations.

Fortunately, the Victorian government 
has been stepping up to the challenge of 
managing our state’s energy transition, 
in no small part thanks to the action of 
people like you showing support for 
clean energy and climate action. 

But so far, it’s been all push and no 
pull. The state government has been 
proactive in making sure we have the 
replacement renewable energy and 
storage we need, but it’s been lacking 
in its approach to the pointier issue of 
how to pull out of the coal generation 
we no longer need. We’re missing an 
integrated plan that spells out how all 
three remaining coal power stations in 
the Latrobe Valley can be replaced by 
2030 with renewable energy, storage 
and transmission. That’s what we need, 
and that’s what we’ll be continuing to 
fight for.

Many of you have been calling on 
the Victorian Environment Protection 
Authority (EPA) to put limits on climate 
pollution and dangerous toxic air 
pollution for coal power stations in 
Victoria. It was deeply disappointing 
to see the EPA’s failure to do so in the 
recent review of the licences of all three 

Latrobe Valley coal power stations. This 
is another warning sign that Victoria 
is not dealing effectively with our coal 
pollution problem. 

Now the EPA – our state’s ‘pollution 
watchdog’ – has shown they will not 
protect Victorians from coal pollution. 
The government must urgently step in 
and explain how coal emissions will be 
brought down and effective air pollution 
measures will be put in place. 

In March EnergyAustralia brought 
forward the closure date for Yallourn, 
Victoria’s oldest and most polluting 
coal power station, to 2028 as part 
of an agreement with the Victorian 
government. 

The new Yallourn closure date of 2028 
brings it inside the timeframe required 
for serious climate action, but it also 
leaves major questions. Very few 
details about the deal were revealed by 
either EnergyAustralia or the Victorian 
government. And if Victoria’s least viable 
coal power station will stay open for 
another seven years, what will this mean 
for bringing forward the closure of AGL’s 
Loy Yang A, currently scheduled in 2048 
and Alinta’s Loy Yang B, scheduled in 
2047? 

2028 is too long to keep Yallourn 
polluting, especially considering the 
2030 timeline that scientists say we 
need for all coal in Victoria to close. If 
there’s no change to the exit plans to 

Taegen Edwards, 
Senior Campaigner

Yallourn power station, Victoria’s oldest and dirtiest, 
is now scheduled to close by 2028 
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bring forward the closure of the other 
Victorian power stations, it also indicates 
Victoria’s long-awaited climate targets 
for 2025 and 2030 will be out of step 
with what the science demands.

We’re calling for answers, especially to 
clarify exactly how our public money is 
being spent. Victorians deserve much 
greater transparency on this deal, 
which may well become the model for 
managing coal plant retirements. Public 
money can’t be used to prop up coal 
generators beyond their shortening 
use-by dates. These generators have 
had decades to see the need to act on 
climate. The liability is theirs.

THANK YOU!

Thank you to everyone who 
is working towards a future 
for Victoria beyond coal. The 
past year has brought a lot 

of change. Your support has 
helped build momentum for 

the energy transition and 
action on climate. Are you 

ready for the next step? Join us 
to find out how you can be part 
of a powerful new movement 

for change envict.org/beyond-
coal-2021

Meanwhile, Latrobe Valley communities 
must be supported immediately to 
develop new industries and concrete job 
opportunities. Deeper support must be 
given to fast-track these opportunities 
in recognition of the 2030 timeframe 
for coal phase-out that climate science 
demands. 

In the bigger picture, the growing pace 
of the energy transition is a sign of 
rapid progress on the climate action 
front. Together we’ve been calling on 
governments for years to aim high, to 
invest in clean energy jobs and to help all 
of us make clean technologies central to 

our homes and lives. Your hard work is 
now paying off.   

Things are shifting fast, so watch this 
space. The clean energy juggernaut now 
seems unstoppable and our exit from 
coal inevitable. But we must double 
down on our efforts to ensure plans 
keep sight of urgent climate action 
milestones and focus on support for 
communities on the frontlines of change. 

Environment Victoria and Friends of the 
Earth representatives hand a petition to 
Climate Minister Lily D’Ambrosio from 33,000 
Victorians calling for strong climate targets.

News headlines: Analysts pointing to the 
demise of coal and calling for a planned 
transition to renewable energy. 
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CLEAN ENERGY

Communities 
leading change 
in the Latrobe 
Valley

Ruth Harper works in the 
renewable energy sector in the 
Latrobe Valley. She’s part of a 
conversation about building a 
vision for the future of the Latrobe 
Valley.

Ruth Harper moved to the small town of 
Boolarra in the Latrobe Valley with her 
family about ten years ago from Ocean 
Grove.

“We decided we wanted to give the kids 
a bit more of a country upbringing. And 
we also wanted to have a bit more land 
so that we could grow more vegetables 
and have chickens and all that sort of 
thing,” she says.

As a scientist, Ruth wanted to live in 
a location that offered good soil and 
rainfall predictions and was more 
resilient to climate change impacts.
Ruth now works in the renewable 
energy sector on a proposed wind farm, 
focusing on community engagement and 
environmental approvals.

“I’ve always been very motivated 
by preventing climate change and 
protecting the environment,” she says.

“So obviously for me, for the Latrobe 
Valley to get out of coal is pretty 
massive. We need to transition to where 
we utilise the skills and knowledge 
that we have in the Valley, directed 
towards building a healthy, happy, 

vibrant community that protects the 
environment.”

“I’ve met some absolutely amazing 
people and heard about and been 
involved in some really inspiring projects 
in the region. There are a lot of people 
for whom making this energy transition 
is front of mind. Who are working so 
hard and passionately to implement this 
across our communities. To me, that’s 
really helpful.”

Ruth says one of the most important 
things in navigating the energy transition 
is listening to others’ perspectives rather 
than sitting in judgment.

“You’ve got to be very respectful of the 
fact that this is a massive change. It 
takes people time to come to terms with 
it. It’s a process and you’ve just got to 
work through that process with people,” 
she says.

“When a solution needs to be reached, 
everyone needs to be included in that.”

“It’s all about having a solid plan for how 
we are going to do it. It needs to be 
properly structured, good investment, 
working [relationships] with industry and 
government, and people getting behind 
it. Policy changes need to be effective, 
measurable, and scientifically based.”

“Job issues scare people, but with 
adequate planning and education, it 
could be seamless.”

“My concerns for transitioning are 
around the influence of coal on 
government policy and how that 
trickles down into power companies 
and the general attitude of the wider 
community.”

“Coal has a lifespan, yet communities 
are not being helped to prepare for the 
change by politicians who keep sort of 
trying to hold on to the sense that coal is 
the future.”

“The community expects more of an 
exchange now, the community expects 
more of the government and their 
leaders to have a plan and to do more.”

“Every decision we make makes a 
difference, good or bad. It’s about how 
we make decisions that make a positive 
difference.”

This excerpt was first published 
in Gippslandia in partnership with 
Communities Leading Change. Find
more local profiles of people building a 
vision for the future of the Latrobe Valley
at Gippslandia.com.au

Ruth Harper | Image credit Esther Lloyd
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A SAFE CLIMATE

Climate solutions are powering 
our economy. The November 
state budget included the 
biggest ever investment in 
renewable energy. And it 
happened thanks to you.

When most of Australia shut down as 
a result of the coronavirus pandemic, it 
was clear our governments would have 
a huge task ahead of them to rebuild. 
It was also clear that we had to choose 
how we rebuilt. We could return to 
business as usual, or we could build 
back better: cutting climate pollution 
and restoring nature while creating 
thousands of future-proof jobs. 

So at Environment Victoria we drew 
together great ideas about clean energy, 

energy efficiency, resilient communities 
and restoring nature. And you got busy 
sending thousands of messages to the 
government calling on it to Build Back 
Better. 

Last September, the Victorian 
government promised renewable 
energy would power our recovery from 
Covid, and the November state budget 
delivered on their promise. It revealed 
an unprecedented $1.6 billion investment 
in clean energy, including just about 
everything you and I had been asking 
for all year in terms of smart stimulus 
measures. 

There was a game-changing $652 
million investment in household energy 
efficiency, solar and batteries. There 
was also $540 million to establish six 
Renewable Energy Zones, tapping into 
Victoria’s abundant wind and solar 
resources.  

The budget also funded bushfire 
recovery and landscape restoration, 

Building Back Better 
with clean energy

The November budget included plans for six 
Renewable Energy Zones to unlock Victoria’s 
incredible sun and wind resources and bring 
investment and jobs to regional Victoria.

planting four million trees, protecting 
our coasts from climate change and 
continuing programs to restore rivers to 
health. 

Most importantly, Victoria is setting an 
example to other states that climate 
solutions can power our economic 
recovery.

Nicholas Aberle, 
Campaigns Manager

THANK YOU!
Thousands of you have been laying the 
groundwork for this win over many years. 
You worked the phones and knocked on 
doors at the 2014 state election. You’ve 
spoken up for renewables and action on 
climate every day since, and you made 
clean energy one of the deciding issues at 

the 2018 state election.

When the pandemic hit, you didn’t let up. 
You shared your vision of how Victoria 
could Build Back Better with clean 
energy, climate solutions and restoring 
nature. And the state government 
listened.
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Next stop, 100% renewable 
energy for Victoria!

If you’re around the streets of 
Melbourne in April and May, you may 
see Environment Victoria’s very own 
clean energy tram. Generously provided 
through a community partnership with 
Yarra Trams under their sustainable 
Melbourne theme, our tram will run on 

routes 48 and 109 from mid-April to 
mid-May. 

We chose this theme to highlight the 
shift to clean energy that is already 
underway. Research shows that 
although many Victorians strongly 
support clean energy, they believe the 
energy transition will only happen in the 
far-off future. 

This tram runs on energy purchased from 
a Victorian solar farm, and we’re aiming 
to demonstrate that an iconic piece 
of Melbourne infrastructure is already 
running on clean energy. 

Find out more at envict.org/cleanenergy

Clean energy tram

Our old centralised electricity grid was 
not designed to have large numbers 
of wind and solar farms distributed 
around the state. This is a big problem 
that is already slowing down renewable 
energy projects.

So the Andrews government has 
committed $540 million over four years 
to create “Renewable Energy Zones”. 
The zones include areas where certain 
types of renewable energy projects – 
like solar and wind farms – are likely to 
be built and can capitalise on economies 
of scale.

It includes upgrades to the grid in 
those zones so we can connect more 
clean energy and keep things running 
smoothly as more and more renewable 
energy projects come onboard.

Works will likely include upgrading 
existing transmission lines to run 
at higher capacity, short additions 
to the transmission network, 
new transformers, and things like 
synchronous condensers, which help 
the grid cope without coal and gas 
power stations.

The budget also includes:

• A second reverse auction under the 
Victorian Renewable Energy Target 
(VRET) that should bring more 
than 600 megawatts of new clean 
energy online.

• A $108 million ‘innovation fund’ 
to prepare Victoria for projects like 
renewable hydrogen and Australia’s 
first offshore wind generator.

• Funding for local energy projects 
like microgrids, neighbourhood 
batteries, and community-owned 
renewable energy projects.

     

The cleanest energy is the energy you 
don’t produce in the first place. Energy 
efficiency is a critical climate solution 
that also saves people money and 
creates jobs in a range of trades across 
the state. It’s a win-win-win. 

The budget commitment includes 
funding to replace 250,000 old heaters 
with efficient electric alternatives. The 
old heaters will be mostly gas heaters, 

with some wood heaters and inefficient 
electric panels. The shift away from gas 
appliances is a step forward: not only 
does it mean we can avoid new gas 
supply projects and onshore drilling, but 
it also paves the way for fully electric 
homes run on renewable energy – either 
from the rooftop or from the grid. 

The budget also includes $112 million 
to provide energy upgrades at 35,000 

social housing units. In addition to 
heating replacements, this will include 
draught-sealing – a super-effective way 
to help people stay warm in their homes 
in winter. 

And there’s support for more people to 
install solar panels and batteries and 
for industry to become more energy 
efficient.

ENERGY EFFICIENCY

RENEWABLE ENERGY ZONES
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Who has the power to stop 
AGL, Australia’s biggest 
polluter, from putting a gas 
import terminal in the middle 
of beautiful Westernport Bay? 
Our community. 
We won! Together, we stopped AGL’s 
polluting gas plan for Westernport Bay – 
helping save the Bay’s precious wetlands 
and marine life, and taking Victoria 
another step forward to reducing its 
emissions from gas.

On 30 March, Victorian Planning 
Minister Richard Wynne announced that 
AGL’s gas import terminal would have 
“unacceptable” environmental impacts, 
and that rejecting it was “the right 
outcome for the local community, the 
environment, and Victoria as a whole.” 

This is a historic moment for our 
community. AGL spent three years and 
$130 million trying to build their massive 

floating gas factory, but community 
power came out on top.  

We won this campaign with a considered 
strategy, developed in collaboration with 
community leaders at Save Westernport, 
and the dogged persistence and financial 
support of thousands of Victorians who 
care about our climate and Bay. 

Together, we helped force AGL to 
go through the Environment Effects 
Statement (EES) process – the strictest 
environmental assessment we 
have in Victoria. Demonstrating the 
unprecedented levels of opposition, the 
community smashed previous records 
with more than 6,000 submissions 
against AGL’s proposal!  

Through the EES process, we were 
able to expose just how damaging this 
polluting project would be for our Bay 
and climate. Working closely with Save 
Westernport and Victorian National 
Parks Association, we mustered 
a powerful team which included 
Environmental Justice Australia, four 
barristers and seven expert witnesses.   

Among other disturbing findings, our 
team helped uncover that AGL’s gas 

import terminal would have discharged 
chlorine at levels five times higher than 
those of other similar facilities. AGL tried 
to downplay the breadth and depth of 
the potential impacts that this discharged 
chlorinated water would have on the 
Westernport Bay environment – which 
was central to Minister Wynne’s decision 
to reject the project.  

As well as exposing the fatal flaws of 
AGL’s proposal, we have been showing 
the Andrews government that getting 
our households and businesses off gas 
is simple, cost-effective, and better for 
our climate. By implementing a number 
of energy efficiency and electrification 
measures, we can massively reduce 
gas consumption – which means gas 
projects like AGL’s are unnecessary. 
And it appears the government is taking 
note. In the November state budget, 
the government announced the biggest 
investment in clean energy and energy 
efficiency in Victorian history!

The final part of our winning strategy 
was to support the community to 
demonstrate the scale and breadth 
of local opposition to this damaging 
project. From delivering a petition with 

Victor Komarovsky, 
Community Organiser

Community power 
stops AGL’s dirty 
gas plan

12-year-old Leroy on the steps of 
Parliament, reading out a poem he wrote 
about Westernport Bay. Credit Julian 
Meehan
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over 17,000 signatures, to seeing 
thousands of people come together 
for the Peninsula’s Biggest Paddle-
out, local people and other Victorians 
have continued to show up to protect 
Westernport Bay.  

And they’ve been able to turn this 
into political power too. In 2019, the 
community packed out Balnarring Hall for 
a federal election forum. There, they got 
commitments from political candidates to 
stop AGL’s proposal – and helped ensure 
that all local politicians opposed the 
project right to the end. 

Even COVID-19 restrictions weren’t 
able to stop the community from making 
a splash. Following Minister Wynne 
receiving the report from the EES 
process, people from all over Victoria 
joined the #WetsuitsForWesternport day 
of action, to flood Minister Wynne with 
thousands of personal messages asking 
him to reject AGL’s polluting proposal.   

Around 50 incredible wetsuit-wearing 
volunteers took to the streets and 
beaches of the Mornington Peninsula 
to collect nearly 3,000 hand-written 

THANK YOU!

Thank you to the thousands of you who 
generously volunteered, joined rallies, 
sent emails, made phone calls, wrote 

submissions, donated and took action to 
protect our climate and Bay.

Together, we’ve shown that organised 
people can fight back against big energy 

companies – and win!

postcards! More than 1,500 digital 
messages were submitted online and 
hundreds of people tagged Minister 
Wynne’s social media with pictures in 
wetsuits, rash-vests and snorkels holding 
up their messages.   

To make sure Minister Wynne heard the 
community loud and clear, we donned 
our wetsuits again the following week 
to ‘paddle out’ to Parliament and hand 
deliver every one of these messages 
– including a giant postcard filled with 
the thousands that had been submitted 
online.   

The relentless pressure from the 
community, alongside the rest of our 

strategy, showed Minister Wynne that 
rejecting AGL’s damaging proposal was 
the right political move and the right 
decision for our climate, communities and 
environment. 

But we won’t stop here. In the next few 
weeks, we need to ensure that the other 
approving agencies honour Minister 
Wynne’s recommendation, and stop 
AGL’s proposal once and for all. And 
what’s more, the climate crisis demands 
that the Victorian government urgently 
plan a shift away from gas. So let’s bring 
on the rest of 2021!

Throughout the EES process, the community took to the 
streets, hosted stalls, attended online rallies and posted 
on social media to spread awareness about the damage 
AGL’s proposed gas import terminal would have. Credit 
Julian Meehan

For Peninsula’s Biggest Paddle-out in 2019, 
thousands of community members came together to 
protect Westernport Bay.`

In 2018, the community rallied outside of AGL’s 
AGM to send a clear message to the company’s 
executives and shareholders. Credit Julian 
Meehan

In the news: Our report showing how 
Victoria can cut gas consumption and 
demand.
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New bushfires film 
looks beyond the burning

When important stories about 
the bushfires weren’t being 
told, we commissioned a 
documentary to bring attention 
back to the issue.

How quickly the media moved on from 
the devastating summer fires! One 
day we were seeing the climate crisis 
mentioned nightly on the news, and 
the federal government was finally 
feeling the heat for decades of inaction. 
The next we were discussing viruses, 
social distancing and ‘flattening the 
curve’, or watching frightening footage 
of overcrowded hospital emergency 
departments overseas. 

It’s understandable. With a pandemic 
sweeping the globe, everyone had to 
switch focus and implement new health 
practices to save lives. The media were 
just doing their job, covering the next 

big story. But at the same time, those 
of us connected to the burnt areas 
were hearing stories of the aftermath, 
and these stories weren’t being told. 
We worried they’d be lost and the fires 
forgotten. 

To make sure that didn’t happen, 
Environment Victoria commissioned a 
film on the bushfires, titled Beyond the 
Burning, which has just been released 
(see box below to host a screening).  

Told through the voices of East 
Gippsland residents, the film highlights 
how a hotter climate has reduced 
rainfall and dried out the forests of East 
Gippsland, creating conditions for more 
frequent and severe bushfires. 

Among other stories, the documentary 
follows an ecologist as she returns to 
her favourite patch of rainforest, which 
is normally too wet to burn, only to find 
it incinerated. Wildlife carers talk of 
offering shelter to injured animals, and 
a beekeeper explains how destructive 
logging practices have contributed to 
the frequency and intensity of the recent 
fires. 

From this tragedy, local solutions 
emerge. Traditional owners, the 
Gunaikurnai people, survey the 
regenerating bush for totem species, 
conduct cultural burns and begin the 
long process of taking back management 
of the land. Renewable energy 
companies install battery and solar 
systems to make remote communities 
more resilient to future climate disasters, 
accelerating the shift from coal and gas 
to clean energy. 

The film premiered on the opening night 
of Transitions Film Festival to a sold-
out crowd and was featured on ABC 
radio and Channel 9 News. Now you 
can watch it for yourself by hosting a 
community screening – see box below!

Environment Victoria would like to 
thank the Lord Mayor’s Charitable 
Foundation for funding the film. 

Greg Foyster, 
Media and Content 
Manager

Host a screening!

BUSHFIRES

By hosting a screening of Beyond the Burning, 
you can bring your community together to 
understand what caused the 2019/20 summer 
fires, and explore the powerful solutions being 
seeded by the local community and its Traditional 
Owners. 

You can design your film screening to suit you – 
whether in your lounge room, at your workplace 
during lunch time, or at a gathering of neighbours 
in your community hall. You can even host the 
screening online, so everyone can watch from 
their own homes.   

Once you’ve registered your interest in hosting 
a screening, we’ll be in touch with a Host Guide 
that includes how to access the film for free, tips 
and tricks for your event, and a conversation 
guide to explore the themes of the film. 

Register at envict.org/bushfiresfilm

Any questions, please contact community@
environmentvictoria.org.au
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In their words: voices from East 
Gippsland bushfire survivors

“I’d like the government to put 
more effort into addressing 
climate change, because I think 
that’s behind all these things like 
tornadoes and fires and floods. 
They’re more severe than they 
used to be. It’s happening right 
around the world, so it’s really time 
that more was done to counteract 
it.” – ‘Bushy’ Bob Semmens, 
birdwatcher, Mallacoota

“I have seen the consequences of 
the bushfires that destroyed half 
of Mallacoota and our wildlife, 
and all of the things that we know 
and love there. That to me sends 
a very strong message about 
needing to act now. Not waiting 
but setting very strong emissions 
reduction targets that keep us 
under 1.5 degrees of warming.” 
– Jann Gilbert, marine ecologist, 
Mallacoota

“It’s a real struggle for rainforests 
in these times if they’ve burnt … 
Areas that haven’t been burnt 
should really be preserved … I think 
it’s up to us to decide whether 
that’s gonna happen or not.” – 
Rena Gaborov, wildlife carer and 
field ecologist, Goongerah

“People like me have been so 
against this clear-felling and 
changing the forest structure and 
what that’s doing to fire behaviour 
… We’ve turned our forests into 
kindling. They ignite more readily 
and they carry fire at a higher 
intensity.” – Ian Cane, beekeeper, 
Wiseleigh

“Cultural burning has always been 
a practice for Aboriginal people, 
especially traditional custodians … 
It’s actually healing our people as 
well as healing country.” – Cathy 
Thomas, bushfire recovery team 
leader with Gunaikurnai Land and 
Waters Aboriginal Corporation

“It’s the first time since European 
settlement that our people have 
been back on country to reconnect 
with their cultural landscape 
… Science can only tell you so 
much – you’ve gotta go to cultural 
knowledge. And if Indigenous 
voices aren’t in the knowledge 
world, you’re missing your core 
ingredient to understanding.” – 
Russell Mullett, Gunaikurnai Elder
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After nearly eight years each at 
Environment Victoria, we are 
both excited and a bit sad to be 
moving on.
We are thrilled to be stepping into the 
role of co-CEOs at Climate for Change, 
an organisation whose mission is to 
create the social climate in Australia for 
effective action on climate change.  

At Environment Victoria, as Organising 
Manager and Key Relationships 
Manager, we’ve had the privilege and 
honour of working closely with the 
incredible people who drive and support 
Environment Victoria’s work – our 
volunteers and generous donors.  

Our people and our communities are 
the backbone of Environment Victoria. 
Your passion, dedication, hard work and 
commitment are the key to the success 
of our incredible achievements over the 
last decade. Whether it’s winning huge 
amounts of new clean energy, delaying 
new fossil fuel projects or pushing for 
transformational shifts in the way we 
protect nature, you are our power.

We want to say a huge thank you for 
your support, your commitment to the 
cause, and for all the fun we’ve had 
together along the way. 

We are so excited to be heading up 
Climate for Change. Environment 
Victoria works closely with Climate for 
Change, co-delivering transformational 
organising work in the Latrobe Valley 
through the group Communities Leading 
Change.

Climate for Change was established 
five years ago by a former Environment 
Victoria employee, Katerina Gaita. 

It specialises in transformational 
community conversations on climate 
change – engaging people emotionally 
on climate change and connecting them 
with others who care and are acting. 
The organisation plays a crucial role in 
creating the social and political climate 
to drive change in Australia.

We are thrilled to be taking on a shared 
leadership role, creating space for 
collaboration, consultation and paving 
the way for more time in our working 
lives for kids, family and community. 
After all, that’s what we value most. 

We are looking forward to working 
closely with Environment Victoria in the 
years to come as we push for change to 
cut pollution and tackle climate change. 
And we look forward to seeing what our 
powerful community achieves together!

Thank you!

Moving on: Jane and 
Lena say goodbye

Jane Stabb, 
Lena Herrera Piekarski
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Forever green: Maria is a 
force of nature

Maria is a force of nature who 
has taken inspiration from Jane 
Goodall’s words: “Every individual 
has a role to play. Every individual 
makes a difference.” She decided 
to leave a gift in her Will for the 
future of Victoria’s environment.

From measuring the girth of native 
trees to protect them from logging, 
to monitoring the water level of 
the Darling River and travelling 
to Parliament to call for stronger 
environmental protection laws, 
Maria is fighting for the environment 
on many fronts. 

“The next 10 years are going to be 
critical to limit the worst impacts 
of climate change. It will determine 

by how many degrees [the earth is] 
going to warm up and how many 
creatures will be able to survive. 
There is no time to waste.” 

The situation is certainly alarming, 
but the beauty of nature is what 
keeps Maria going. As we were 
talking about the many calamities 
facing the environment, she 
suddenly spotted a wedge-tailed 
eagle in the sky above her. All 
heaviness disappeared from her 
voice as she described in detail the 
effortless flight of this magnificent 
eagle above her head. 

Like in this encounter, our natural 
world provides Maria an unbounded 
– and contagious – source of 
energy.  

“I love nature and that’s why I 
decided to leave a gift in my Will for 
Environment Victoria. Environment 
groups like EV don’t have the 
resources of governments and 

companies but they do a marvellous 
job at protecting nature.”

“Nature is struggling to survive 
against all odds. The forest is silent 
– they need someone to speak up 
for them and someone who speaks 
out loudly.”

In Maria, trees have found 
a passionate and dedicated 
spokesperson who is using her 
voice to defend their rights. As 
Maria says, all that’s needed now is 
for politicians to listen and invite all 
stakeholders to the decision-making 
table, not just the industry. 

To find out about leaving a gift 
in your Will, please contact 
giftsinwills@environmentvictoria.
org.au 

Leaving a future gift to Environment Victoria 
in your Will is an exceptional legacy for future 
Victorians who will inherit this beautiful state 
from us. It’s a simple change when you next 
review your Will. The wording below is a 
guide for your solicitor or trustee: “I give to 
Environment Victoria Inc. (ABN: 84 495 053 
605) of Level 2, 60 Leicester Street, Carlton, 
Vic, 3053 for the purpose of safeguarding 
Victoria’s environment [the residue [or….%] of 

Camille Warambourg, 
Key Relationships 
Manager (Acting)

FOREVER GREEN

the residue of my estate] or [....% of my estate] 
or [the sum of $....] or [specified property….] 
free of all debts, duties or taxes and declare that 
the receipt of an authorised officer shall be a 
sufficient discharge for my executor(s).” 

To find out more, contact our Key Relationships 
Manager (Acting), Camille Warambourg, 
on 9341 8108 or c.warambourg@
environmentvictoria.org.au
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Many of us only know the story of 
the Murray-Darling Basin as one 
of decline. We see images of a 
million dead fish, stagnant green 
pools and eroding riverbanks. 
But this story conveys nothing of 
our fullness, hopes and power, so 
we’re telling another one.

Late in 2020, we launched a River 
Storytelling program, which is based 
on the idea that often the solutions 
we need are missing from the public 
discourse. They may appear in private 
conversations, but they don’t feature 
in newspapers, on websites or TV 
channels. That’s a gap we need to fill.
We put out a call to people across 
northern Victoria who are trying to 
imagine other values for our waterways. 
We found teachers, filmmakers, artists, 
farmers and writers.

The program began with a workshop on 
the use of narrative in social movements. 
One metaphor we shared was about soil 
and seeds. 

The soil describes the stories that 
influence how the seeds – our 
campaigns and local efforts – survive 
and grow. Shifting narratives is about 
tending the soil to set the groundwork 
for real tactical wins.

This work takes two forms. We identify 
narratives in our communities that 
can change the debate. This has been 
central to the success of the climate 
movement, reframing problems like 
climate change into movements to bring 
in new jobs, diversify the economy, 
confront entrenched injustice and move 
toward dignity.

This can be the work of filmmakers, 
photographers or poets, finding words 
that demand to be felt, images that can’t 
be unseen, scenes that are seared into 
our memory. All great movies have these 
scenes, and social movements do as 
well.

This is part artistic practice, which 
pushes us toward feeling and 
understanding. We can shift narratives 
by working with the story itself and 
telling stories that bring people in.

The second important part of storytelling 
work is to change narratives by bringing 
people in. We can work together to craft 
new stories and interweave them with 
the old.

This involves finding stories that exist 
within us and between us that have not 
yet been found. These may be stories 
between us as people, between us 
and the landscape or between us and 
history.

So far, storytellers in the group have 
built followings on Facebook, published 
pieces in local newspapers and the 
Canberra Times, and integrated lessons 
on storytelling into local organising 
projects.

We’ll continue publishing stories 
about what it means to live in a place, 
communicating ideas that we know well, 
but which rarely appear in the public 
record. 

When we tell these stories, we reach 
people we didn’t know were listening. 
This can create a different political 
climate and change the terms of debate.

The next part of the project will move to 
change narratives by bringing people in, 
working across the Basin to explore the 
meaning of this moment.

Tyler Rotche,
Rivers Campaigner

Telling new stories of the 
Murray-Darling Basin
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Dear Jono, I want to protect our environment and 
push for a fast and fair transition to clean energy.
PLEASE MAKE THIS A DONATION BY CREDIT CARD:
(All donations over $2 are tax detuctable)

PERSONAL DETAILS

$50  $100  $250  $1000  Your choice $

Or please debit my credit card:  Visa                   Mastercard                        Amex

Please send me info about how I can make a gift to Environment Victoria in my Will

Are your personal details correct on your letter? Are you moving soon? Please update your personal information if 
neccessary

Please complete this form, cut off this page and return it to Reply Paid 12575, A’Beckett Street, Melbourne, VIC 8006 or
visit www.environmentvictoria.org.au and make your donation online. Thank you for your generosity!
Personal information is collected to process donations, issue tax receipts and keep you updated about our work. Please contact us at the address below if you wish to limit the 
use of your personal information or stop receiving direct marketing material from Environment Victoria. Our privacy policy is available at environmentvictoria.org.au/privacy 
and outlines how you can access or correct your personal information, who we disclose your personal information to (including overseas recipients) and how you can lodge a 
complaint . 
       
             Please tick if you do NOT want to receive communications from other organisations. Occasionally we allow like-minded organisations to contact you with information that   
             may be of interest to you, including organisations outside Australia. Those organisations allow us to do the same and this way we can reach more people with vital information.

Title:  First name:                            Last name:

Address:   

Suburb:                         State:                                                     Postcode:

Email:

Mobile:                                    Home:

Card number

Please make this a monthly donation

Please find enclosed Cheque   or Money Order               (payable to Environment Victoria Inc.)

Cardholders name:           Expiry  _ _ /_ _      Signature

Credit Doug Gimesy
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Who’s who at Environment Victoria

TALK TO US
Phone: (03) 9341 8100 
Email: admin@environmentvictoria.org.au

PO Box 12575
A’Beckett Street, Victoria, 8006

www.environmentvictoria.org.au

REGULAR VOLUNTEERS
Environment Victoria would like 
to thank our amazing crew of 
regular volunteers, who are now too 
numerous to mention.

Chief Executive Officer
Jono La Nauze

CAMPAIGNS & 
PROGRAMS
Campaign Manager
Nicholas Aberle
Healthy Rivers 
Campaigner
Tyler Rotche
Senior Campaigner
Taegen Edwards
Campaigner
Rai Miralles
Community Organising 
Program Manager 
(Acting)
Emma Horsburgh
Latrobe Valley Organiser
Laura Melville
Community Organiser
Victor Komarovsky
Data Support Officer
Chante Bock

Communications 
Managers
Alex Merory, Greg 
Foyster
Communications
Co-ordinator
Cameron Wheatley
Digital Mobiliser
Isabel Kimpton

OPERATIONS
Finance Manager
Kate Rogers 
Accounts Officer
Jing Lu
Administration Support 
Officer
Fiona Ames
Office Manager
Cate Hoyle
Fundraising Director
Jonathan Storey
Fundraising Officer
Hannah Minns

Key Relationships 
Manager (Acting)
Camille Warambourg
Database Officer
Karly Roolker

BOARD
President 
Emma Humann

Vice-President
Conor Costello 

Tim Watts
Paul Bailey
Elaine Montegriffo
Tabatha Fulker
Ralf Thesing 
Paul Brown
Tim Lo Surdo
Marina Lou

Our new documentary highlights the impact of the terrible bushfires of 
summer 2019/20 on the local community and environment. By hosting 
a screening, you can bring your community together to understand 
what caused the fires, and explore the powerful solutions being 
seeded by the local community and its Traditional Owners.

Watch the trailer and find out more at: envict.org/bushfiresfilm

Host a screening of 
Beyond the Burning


