
Environment Victoria News
M O B I L I S I N G  P E O P L E  T O  S A F E G U A R D  O U R  E N V I R O N M E N T                                          ISSUE 30 •  SPRING 2018

Join the election
campaign!

PLUS
AGL’s dirty gas plan exposed



E N V I R O N M E N T  V I C T O R I A  N E W S  |  I S S U E  3 0  |  S P R I N G  2 0 1 8  |  w w w. e n v i r o n m e n t v i c t o r i a . o r g . a u22

UNPRECEDENTED HEATWAVES AND
wildfires in the northern hemisphere
while bushfires rage through winter in
Victoria – it’s never been clearer that
we have a climate emergency on 
our hands.

That’s why November’s state election
is so important. This is our chance to
make sure that our next state
government becomes the global
leader we need to tackle climate
change and restore our environment. 

With your support we’re running the
biggest election campaign for our
environment ever seen in Victoria, and
it’s starting to pay dividends. In recent
weeks the Andrews government
announced a plan to put solar on
650,000 Victorian homes over the next
decade and to create jobs in the

Latrobe Valley to drive this program. 
As I write the Premier has just

announced the results of the first
Victorian Renewable Energy Target
auction: six massive new wind 
and solar farms, which will lower
power prices and create hundreds of
jobs. The Greens have announced a
comprehensive plan to power the state
with 100 percent renewable energy by
2030. The Coalition hasn’t yet joined
the race to the top, but there’s still
time to convince them.

That’s where you come in. We’ve
committed to making 100,000 calls to
voters in key seats, letting them know
where the main parties stand on
protecting our environment. This will
keep up the pressure on critical issues,
like having a plan to repower Victoria

with renewable energy and
implementing the Great Forest
National Park. It will also make sure
that climate change and the
environment is top of mind when
Victorians cast their vote in November. 

Can you join us in making history
and turning Victoria into a global
leader for our environment? The most
important thing you can do right 
now is to help us make these phone
calls – find out how and where on the
next page.

Thanks for your support and for
everything you do to bring about a
better world. As some of you already
know, this will be my last Environment

Victoria News as CEO – read more on
page 14. Let’s make the environment
count this election.

Mark Wakeham,  Chief Executive Officer
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OVER THE LAST FOUR YEARS, VICTORIA
has made incredible progress on tackling
climate change and building more clean
energy. From retiring Hazelwood power
station to establishing a Victorian
Renewable Energy Target (the VRET), our
state has taken the lead. Plus with Labor’s
latest announcement of support for the
installation of solar panels for 650,000
homes across the state, there is a lot to be
proud of. 

We’ve been able to achieve this
because the overwhelming majority of
Victorians support clean energy, and
they’re willing to stand up for it with their
voices and their votes. 

We’ve built support across the state
over many years, but our election
campaign focuses on four communities in
Melbourne’s southeast – Frankston,
Carrum, Mordialloc and Bentleigh. These
are four of the most marginal seats in the
state. 

Because these seats decide elections,
politicians look closely at the issues that
matter to people here. This means we can
supersize our impact by building support
for clean energy in these communities.

Research from Sustainability Victoria
shows that four out of five Victorians
support the VRET and want to live in a
state that is leading the way on climate
change. But not many people actually
know where the major parties stand on
these issues – and there’s actually a
massive difference between them.

If elected, Matthew Guy’s Liberal Party
will scrap the VRET, sabotaging our local
clean energy industry. They’ve argued
against the Solar Homes program and
have even talked about re-opening dirty
old Hazelwood power station.

Voters deserve to know these policy

Dial 1 
for clean
energy

PH
O

TO
: 

C
A

M
ER

O
N

W
H

EA
TL

EY

E L E C T I O N 2 0 1 8

E N V I R O N M E N T  V I C T O R I A  N E W S  |  I S S U E  3 0  |  S P R I N G  2 0 1 8  |  w w w. e n v i r o n m e n t v i c t o r i a . o r g . a u 3

PH
O

TO
: 

FL
IC

K
R

C
C
, 

N
IC

K
FO

RD

This election will be critical for
clean energy and action on
climate change in Victoria, so
we’re making 100,000 phone calls
to voters by 24 November.

Jane Stabb
Community Organising
Program Manager

Help us reach 100,000 phone calls to voters by 24 November.
Sign up at repowervic.org.au

Make calls for clean energy! 

positions. So we’re making phone calls to
people in these seats and elsewhere from
now until polling day, to make sure
they’re informed when they go in to
vote. The more calls we make, the more
support for clean energy we can build –
and it’s really easy to get involved.

Our volunteers have been hosting
calling parties from their homes and our
#Repower Victoria Hub on Young Street in
Frankston, or you can make calls by
yourself from home whenever it suits you.

We’re teaming up with our friends from
other progressive and environment
groups for the World’s Biggest
Phonebank on October 24.

On the website, you can also find all our

calling resources: instructions for using
your mobile phone to make calls with our
new dialling tool, a suggested script and a
few tips and tricks for having great
conversations with people. You don’t need
to be a policy expert – all the info is there
for you, and we have a new calling tool
based on technology used in the
successful marriage equality campaign.

There is a lot at stake this election. The
future of clean energy and action on
climate change in our state hangs in 
the balance. But with your help we can
make this the moment when Victoria
steps up to tackle our environmental
crises. Find out more and sign up at
repower.vic.org.au 
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Vic kicking goals on renewables

WHEN YOU THINK ABOUT PLACES
with heaps of renewable energy, you
might think of California, Denmark and
maybe South Australia. In a few years
time, you may be able to add Victoria to
that list.

Brown coal still dominates our energy
supply with 4650 megawatts (MW) of
capacity (which is why Victoria’s per
capita carbon pollution is so terrible).
But with booming construction of wind
farms in particular, we’re approaching 
a position of genuine leadership on
clean energy.

Victoria has 20 major wind farms in
operation with capacity to generate
1525 MW of power. Eleven more wind
farms are under construction or have
finance approved, which will add a
further 1806 MW. 

Seven large-scale solar farms – 712
MW worth – are in development, adding
to the existing 60 MW Gannawarra Solar
Farm near Kerang.

Then there’s the “Star of the South”
project: a massive 2000 MW offshore
wind farm proposed for the waters off
east Gippsland, which would be the first
of its kind in Australia.

All this comes to a whopping 6000
MW of renewable energy capacity –
excluding rooftop solar, which could add
another 2600 MW if the Andrews
government is re-elected and delivers
on its 650,000 solar homes commitment.
Boom times indeed!

In July, we crunched the numbers and
found that the amount of renewable
energy currently under construction will

produce enough clean energy to
power all Victoria’s homes. And
we weren’t the only ones excited
by that – two weeks later, Premier
Andrews shared the message 
on Twitter.

In early September, the
Victorian government announced
the results of the first Victorian
Renewable Energy Target (VRET)
auction. The six wind and solar
farms will deliver 928 MW of
renewable energy, generate $1.1
billion of economic investment,
create more than 900 jobs and
reduce our reliance on polluting
coal-burning power stations.

But as we know, this future is
not guaranteed. The Victorian
Coalition is still insisting on its
commitment to scrap the VRET if
they win the November election.
Their recent announcement that
they want even higher local
content requirements than the
existing VRET rules (which are
already very difficult to reach)
could be interpreted as a
underhanded way to prevent
large wind farms from being built.

Matthew Guy talks about
“doing renewables right”, but the
Coalition still hasn't articulated a plan
that will make sure this clean energy
boom continues. “Doing it right” could
be code for “slowing it down”, and that
would be a disaster for our efforts to
tackle climate change.

With the election just around the

corner, we’ve been putting clean energy
on the agenda and pushing for more
commitments from all the parties. So far,
we’ve averaged a new mainstream
media story each day. As we approach
crunch time, we’re hoping to see that
prominence turn into policy that will
keep renewables booming.

Dr Nicholas Aberle  
Campaigns Manager

S A F E C L I M AT E

The forecast for Victoria’s renewable energy industry is looking
bright — so long as current policies remain in place.

From media release to news story to Premier’s tweet: 
our analysis paved the way for some big announcements 
on clean energy in the election campaign.

Thank you to everyone who donated to our election campaign appeal in June!

PHOTO: ED DUNENS, FLICKR (CREATIVE COMMONS)
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IN THE LEAD-UP TO THE 2014 STATE
election, the Andrews Labor Opposition
announced that, if elected, it would
establish a taskforce advising the
Premier on priorities for the future of the
logging industry and protecting our
forests. 

Since then, our colleagues at the
Wilderness Society and other
environment groups have worked hard
on the Forest Industry Taskforce to
secure protection for our forests and the
declaration of the Great Forest National
Park. Trade union, industry and
conservation negotiators reached clear
agreement that: “new parks and
conservation reserves, including national
parks, are an agreed essential
component of Victoria’s conservation
future. They will protect forested
ecosystems and ecosystem services, and
will maximise the persistence of
vulnerable species in the wild, especially
the Leadbeater’s possum.” 

But so far the Andrews government
has failed to respond to the taskforce’s

recommendations. Every single day, 
we lose more rainforest and habitat for
endangered species. 

It’s time to stop this madness. In a
period of global warming and drought,
we need to protect our native forests
and water catchments, not destroy
them. 

In September this year, the major
retailers of wood and paper sourced
from Victoria’s native forests put the
industry and the government on notice.
From 2020, they won’t accept products
that don’t carry Forest Stewardship
Council (FSC) certification, which state-
owned logging company VicForests has
repeatedly failed to achieve.

We urgently need leadership on this
issue and a plan to protect our highest
conservation-value forests by creating
new national parks. We also need to
support the industry’s exit from native
forests and into plantations, and
encourage new transition industries
such as timber plantations and tourism. 

Environment Victoria will continue to
support those organisations, like the
Wilderness Society, leading on this issue.
Wouldn’t it be wonderful if Victoria was
leading the way not just on stopping
global warming, but also protecting
nature and supporting life on Earth?
There’s still time for election 2018 to
deliver for both nature and our climate.

1On social media, call for an end to destructive logging using the
hashtags #GFNP and #SpringSt

2Email Premier Daniel Andrews (daniel.andrews@parliament.vic.gov.au)
and tell him you support the Great Forest National Park

TAKE ACTION THIS ELECTION

N AT U R E

While we’re starting to see some great climate and energy
election announcements, we’re still waiting for the major
parties to protect the state’s forests from logging destruction.

Breakthrough still 
needed for our forests

In September, logging recommenced in Kinglake, including in
forest that was burned in the 2009 fires and still recovering. 
PHOTO: KARENA GOLDFINCH, COURTESY WILDERNESS SOCIETY.

Mark Wakeham
Chief Executive Officer 



No environment policy 
for over 4300 days
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IT’S BEEN OVER 4300 DAYS SINCE 
the Victorian Liberals had an
environment policy. This means they
contested both the 2010 and 2014
elections without telling Victorians what
they would do to protect the
environment if they formed
government. Even worse, today’s Liberal
Party has gone backwards since 2006.

In 2006, the party recognised that
brown coal was the most polluting
source of energy and pledged to
increase funding for new, cleaner
sources. Fast-forward to 2018, and
Matthew Guy has promised to slash the
Victorian Renewable Energy Target,
while his candidate for Morwell has
floated the idea of building a new 
coal-burning power station. 

The Liberal Party also supported the
creation of new national parks in 2006,
continuing its long tradition of
declaring new national parks and
establishing Victoria’s Green Wedges.
But in 2018 this support has
evaporated, with the party proposing
to impose a five-year moratorium on
establishing new national parks in the
Central Highlands. 

In 2006 the party wanted to upgrade
the performance of government buildings
to improve water and energy efficiency.
But in government it discontinued the
Greener Government Program, which was
driving efficiency and reducing costs
across government buildings. 

Similarly, the 2006 Liberal Party
proposed “a $50 million Sustainable
Victoria Fund to promote energy
efficiency across Victoria”, saying that
the 5-star energy rating of households
was “inadequate”. But today, energy
efficiency is derided and ignored.

Finally, the 2006 Liberal Party was a
friend of the Victorian Environment
Protection Authority (EPA). Their policy
required the EPA to exercise its powers
to their fullest capacity, report monthly
on the number of prosecutions and
publish the names of polluters. Sadly, in
2018 this commitment has gone and

the Liberals have voted against the
most comprehensive reform package in
the EPA’s history to give the agency
greater enforcement powers and more
resources to prosecute polluters.

Politicians from across the political
spectrum face the common challenge
of driving down greenhouse gas
pollution. We simply can’t stop climate

change if one side of politics has
abrogated its responsibility to put
forward a responsible environment
policy. This election we’re calling on all
parties to put forward policies that
match the scale of the challenge
Victoria faces. The Liberal Party is up to
this challenge – it just has to find a little
bit of 2006. 

Dean Rizzetti
Public Policy and Advocacy Manager 

Victorian Liberal Party 

environment policy comparison

The Victorian Coalition’s most recent 

pre-election environment policy was 

released in 2006, 615 weeks ago. It 

states the Liberal Party would “lower 

greenhouse gas emissions” as “there 

is no doubt that climate change poses 

environment”.

“The Liberal Party is determined to 

act to reduce Victoria’s reliance on 

greenhouse gas emissions and we are 

committed to acting swiftly to reduce 

the impact of climate change.” 1 

However, since 2006, the Victorian 

Coalition has retreated from this 

aspiration. It opposed many of 

these articulated policy goals while 

in government and has actively 

worked against them in Opposition. 

This position looks increasingly 

irresponsible as the science of 

climate change has become 

universally accepted, the impacts 

to reduce emissions are now more 

affordable, accessible and exciting.

This document compares the 

Coalition’s 2006 policy with its actions 

in government and Opposition. While 

there have been some unfortunate 

backwards steps, there is still a 

strong basis to forge policies across 

the political spectrum that can cut 

greenhouse gas pollution, create jobs 

and protect our natural environment.

Read more in our new report

Our new report compares the Coalition’s 2006 policy with its
actions in government and Opposition. Visit envict.org/2006policy



WITH CHAOS IN CANBERRA OVER THE
National Energy Guarantee (NEG) and
the Coalition’s backdown on setting
pollution targets for the electricity
sector, it’s easy to forget that Victoria is
in the midst of a clean energy boom.

We already have 20 major wind farms
and one large solar farm operating, plus
11 wind farms and seven solar farms
under construction (read the details 
on page 4).

Until now, the growth in Victoria’s
renewable energy sector has relied on
the certainty provided by the state and
federal Renewable Energy Targets,
combined with falling technology costs
and Victoria’s excellent renewable
energy resources. But with the federal
target not expected to increase past
2020 and no other national policy, we
have been left asking “what next?”

For years, investors have been calling
on Canberra to define a credible policy
to support renewable energy projects
after 2020. Australia needs billions to
fund infrastructure, but every political
backflip scares investors off. With the
mayhem in Canberra, investors are likely
to say “Stuff it” and turn their attention
elsewhere.

This is why Environment Victoria has
been working with other environment

groups, business and social agencies
towards a national bipartisan policy for
the electricity sector – one that actually
reduces pollution and promotes clean
energy investment.

We initially focused on showing that
the core problem with the proposals
under the NEG was the Turnbull
government’s do-nothing pollution
reduction target. The nuts and bolts of
the policy improved over time, but
without a strong target the mechanism
would not result in any additional
investment in clean energy in Australia. 

Our next step was to propose
solutions. The Turnbull government
wanted to lock in weak targets for more
than a decade, so we needed to make
sure that the federal target could be
changed easily. We worked publicly and
behind the scenes to get support for our
proposals, getting 27 news stories in The

Age, Sydney Morning Herald, Australian

Financial Review and The Guardian while
the NEG was being debated.

By the time state and federal
governments met to discuss the policy
in August, our solutions were being
championed by the Victorian, ACT and
Queensland governments, business and
other environment groups.   

Unfortunately, the internal politics of

the federal coalition have now destroyed
any prospect of agreeing on a national
policy until the next election, and we are
back to square one federally. The
Coalition’s capitulation on the NEG
showed again what happens when
ideology takes charge.

So what now? Federal Labor has
promised to significantly increase
investment in clean energy, and there is
still a chance they could salvage the
national policy, but the Victorian
government can’t pin its hopes on
Canberra. Victoria’s priority should be
the prosperity and future of our state,
and that means having real plans to
drive our booming renewables industry
to be bigger and better. Once again,
everything hinges on the outcome of
the state election. 
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C L I M AT E P O L I C Y

For all the generous donations
to our climate change
campaign. With a lack of
action at the federal level,
Victoria's leadership is more
important than ever!

THANK YOU

From policy backflips to botched coups, 
Canberra’s chaos has dominated the debate 
about climate change and energy this year. 
Here’s how we’ve been pushing for better solutions.

Erwin Jackson
Senior Climate and Energy Adviser

Beyond Canberra’s 
NEGligence
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On the election trail
5 KEY STRATEGIES

ENGAGE TARGET VOTERS
We’re delivering Environment Victoria’s biggest-ever
field campaign, mobilising hundreds of volunteers to
make 100,000 phone calls to community members
about environmental issues in our target areas
across the state. In July we launched the new
#Repower Victoria Hub in Frankston, providing a
visible shopfront, advertising space and a volunteer-
run campaign HQ (see cover photo). To date we’ve
held ‘Repower Your Home’ forums about clean
energy, a ‘water in the Hub’ event about river
management, lots of stalls and movie nights. We’ve
also handed out thousands of flyers and held dozens
of ‘calling parties’ to contact voters. The central
Network Support Team of incredible young
volunteers is facilitating local calling parties and
delivering our peer-to-peer SMS campaign. You can
sign up to get involved at www.repowervic.org.au

RAISE THE PARTIES’ AMBITION
We’ve been meeting with politicians from across the
political spectrum to make sure they know about our
policy agenda and to ensure that every party goes
into this election with ambitious climate change and
environment policies. Both Labor and the Greens
have announced strong renewable energy policies,
which have started to harness the tremendous
public support for clean energy demonstrated in
polling. Over the coming months we’ll develop a
policy survey that will give all the parties a chance to
show how their policies meet the challenges facing
Victoria. We’ll also be developing scorecards to help
voters make informed choices when they go to the
ballot box.

HELP YOUNG PEOPLE ENROL TO VOTE
We know people aged 18–24 care deeply about climate change, but about 13 percent of them aren’t enrolled to
vote. In the last few months we’ve created a new brand called Young Votes and have enrolled more than 300
people in key areas through a website, social media campaigns, talks at high schools and peer-to-peer SMS, where
young volunteers text message other young people, encouraging them to enrol. The electoral roll closes on 6
November, so we’ll be gearing up to reach our target of enrolling 1000 young people across the state. And if we
beat it, that’s a bonus!

Volunteers from Repower North-East delivered postcard petitions to
Shadow Minister for Renewables David Southwick.

A big crowd joined us for the launch of Frankston Hub in July.

Sign up to get involved at www.repowervic.org.au
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YOU MADE THIS HAPPEN!

With Victoria’s renewable energy target and climate change policies at stake,
this election is a crossroads for our environment. That’s why we’re running our
biggest campaign ever to show that the community supports clean energy and
cutting pollution. Here’s the latest about what’s happening on the ground.

PRESSURE THE BLOCKERS
Our volunteers in Bulleen have been hitting the streets,
handing out flyers to remind everyone that Matthew
Guy’s Liberal Party is planning to strangle clean energy
in Victoria. Our Repower groups in Melbourne’s north-
east are keeping the pressure on Guy and Ringwood MP
Dee Ryall, calling out their anti-renewables and anti-
climate action positions. It’s not good enough that in
2018 we still have a major political party opposed to
solving the climate crisis. We also had a billboard up in
Caulfield, home of shadow energy minister David
Southwick, asking why the Coalition still doesn’t realise
that renewable energy is the future. Their negative
language on renewables is starting to soften, but they
have a long way to go.

HIGH PROFILE FOR 
OUR ISSUES
To cut through in the 24-hour news cycle, you
need a consistent message. In the last few
months, we’ve had more media coverage
than ever before. Through print media, radio
interviews, opinion pieces and online stories,
we’ve been amplifying the importance of the
issues where we want big commitments this
election: continuing Victoria’s renewable
energy boom, putting carbon pollution limits
on coal power stations, setting energy
efficiency standards for rental properties,
fixing our recycling system and establishing
stronger laws for environmental protection.

How the Herald Sun covered the Solar Homes
announcement. Our election policy agenda called for
the Victorian government to repower 250,000 homes
with solar and energy efficiency, but the Andrews
government is aiming for 650,000 homes.

Volunteers in Bulleen took part in the global Rise for Climate action 
on 8 September.

Mentone Girls’ Secondary College is one of 11 high schools we’ve visited as
part of the new Young Votes campaign. A huge response to our call for donations in June 

helped fund this massive campaign. Thank you!



AGL IS AUSTRALIA’S LARGEST ENERGY
company and biggest climate polluter.
Now they have a plan to construct a
gigantic new gas import terminal in
beautiful Westernport Bay, about 80
kilometres south-east of Melbourne.

The scheme involves building a 290-
metre floating gas terminal in the heart
of an internationally recognised marine
ecosystem. Each year, up to 40 giant
tankers would transport liquid gas to the
terminal, where it would be ‘re-gasified’,
then pumped through a pipeline that
will cut across some of Victoria’s most
productive farmland.

AGL plans to import gas into Victoria
from the international market even
though Australia already produces more
gas than we use. Energy companies have
been making big profits exporting most
of Australia’s gas since 2015. Now this
project could see us buying it back.
Macquarie Bank has reported that this
will not lower costs and could even force
gas prices to increase.
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Westernport Bay is a wetland sanctuary, but big energy company
AGL wants to turn it into a giant gas import terminal, with a
pipeline running all the way to Pakenham. Climate campaigner 
Cat Nadel exposes their dirty plan, and how we can stop it. 

AGL’s dirty gas plan

S A F E C L I M AT E

Weedy Sea Dragon. 
PHOTO: SASCHA SCHULTZ

Fairy Penguins.

Australian Fur Seals.
PHOTO: LISA SCHONBERG

Humpback Whale.
PHOTO: LISA SCHONBERG

Climate disaster
This project will massively increase
Victoria’s climate pollution. It will pump
up to 160 petajoules of gas into Victoria
every year, almost doubling the amount
of gas currently flowing into our state. 

Worse still, because the imported gas
is in liquid form and requires processing,
it will be 20 per cent more polluting than
the gas we currently use. There will be
fugitive emissions leaking out into the
atmosphere all along the way.

AGL can’t guarantee where the gas will
come from, so it may be gas from
fracking. This dangerous process has
been banned in Victoria because it
causes immense damage to the
environment and water sources and is
dangerous to human health. Yet AGL’s
terminal could create a new market for
fracked gas here.

Huge risk to nature 
Westernport Bay is an internationally
listed ecosystem, recognised by UNESCO
and under the Ramsar Convention as a
unique tidal bay and wetland.

Environmental lawyers have said that
the project is likely to impact on habitat
for up to 65 threatened species and 59
migratory species, including the
Southern Right Whale, Humpback
Whale, Curlew Sandpiper, Fairy Tern,
Swift Parrot, Australian Grayling, two
species of Ghost Shrimp, Southern
Brown Bandicoot and coastal saltmarsh. 

Cat Nadel
Safe Climate Campaigner
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Thanks to everyone who has
donated to our appeal about 
this campaign in August.

5 WAYS TO STOP THIS
POLLUTING PROJECT
1. Tell AGL to scrap their dirty plans by

signing the petition at
envict.org.au/stop-AGL  

2. If you are a customer or shareholder 
you can write to AGL in this capacity 
to express your concerns. Email new CEO
Brett Redman bredman@agl.com.au and
Investor Relations Manager Chris Kotsaris
ckotsaris@agl.com.au

3. Write to the Victorian Planning 
Minister Richard Wynne or the 
federal Environment Minister Melissa
Price by 8 October expressing your
disapproval of the project. Email
richard.wynne@parliament.vic.gov.au 
or Melissa.Price.MP@aph.gov.au

4. If you live near Westernport Bay, get in
touch and we’ll connect you with the 
local groups. 

5. Donate to the campaign at
environmentvictoria.org.au/give

If you’ve got other ideas please get 
in touch with Cat Nadel at
c.nadel@environmentvictoria.org.a

Fairy Tern. 
PHOTO: JJ HARRISON

Local groups Save Westernport and
Westernport & Peninsula Protection
Council, among others, have been building
strong opposition to AGL’s project.

Along with destroying vital habitat,
AGL’s project threatens nature by its
potential to:
• Dump millions of litres of cold and

chlorinated water into the bay
● Suck small marine life into the

terminal’s heat exchanger
● Introduce pests like the Northern

Pacific Sea-star
● Significantly increase shipping through

Westernport Bay, which could lead to
more vessels striking marine mammals

● Cause fuel spills 
● Cause air, noise and light pollution.  

Where is the project up to?
AGL has just submitted these plans to
state and federal governments for
environmental approval. Environment
Victoria has been working with local
groups to make sure the company faces
the strictest possible assessments. 

Together, we’re engaging with the
government approvals process and have
already forced AGL to submit the
terminal and pipeline as one project,
ensuring the total impacts are
accounted for. 

But AGL will make its final decision
next year, so we urgently need to
demonstrate a groundswell of
opposition.

How can we stop it?
AGL has committed to a greenhouse gas
policy and in recent years has told a
public story of caring for the
environment. They have also taken some
positive steps such as committing to
closing Liddell power station. We need
to call out this polluting gas project for
being inconsistent with these
commitments and remind them that the
future is renewable energy. This is one of
the messages we delivered at a rally
outside AGL’s annual general meeting on
26 September.

We can also support the already very
strong local opposition. Nature tourism
and fishing are important parts of the
Westernport economy, and the
community is very proud of the area’s
natural beauty. We’re working with many
local groups to demonstrate that the
community doesn’t want this polluting
project to go ahead. 

THANK YOU!



IMAGINE A VICTORIA THAT’S FOREVER GREEN.
Where future generations can still hear frogs croaking in
their local creeks, have the breathtaking experience of
entering an old-growth forest, watch birds nesting in
floodplains, and live in a sustainable world powered by the
sun and the wind...

From its beginnings in 1969, when Environment Victoria
arose out of the campaign to save the Little Desert in
western Victoria from agricultural development, we have
made a real and lasting difference towards a future for
Victoria that’s Forever Green. 

We’re here because we love Victoria’s environment and
we’re committed to protecting and safeguarding our home
and our climate for generations to come.

Your future gift in your Will to Environment Victoria will
inspire, empower and lead people and communities to take
action to achieve a healthy environment, safe climate and
thriving Victoria. Will you be Forever Green?

F O R E V E R G R E E N

Be Forever Green
Leaving a gift to Environment Victoria in your Will is
an exceptional gift for future Victorians who will
inherit this beautiful state from us.  

It’s a simple change when you next review 
your Will.
The wording below is a guide for your solicitor or
trustee: 

"I give to Environment Victoria Inc. (ABN: 84 495 053
605) of Level 2, 60 Leicester Street, Carlton, Vic, 3053
for the purpose of safeguarding Victoria’s
environment [the residue [or….%] of the residue of my

estate] or [....% of my  estate] or [the sum of $....] or

[specified property….] free of all debts, duties or  taxes
and declare that the receipt of an authorised officer
shall be a sufficient discharge for my executor(s)”

To find out more contact Lena Herrera Piekarski on 
9341 8109 or email l.herrera@environmentvictoria.org.au
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BEQUEST VOLUNTEER WANTED
Enjoy creating interesting conversations and listening to people’s stories?
We’re looking for a person to thank some of our most loyal and committed donors by phone. They may have
recently made a donation, responded to a campaign, experienced a birthday or a significant life event, or would
just like to hear a little more about our work from someone who cares as much as they do.
As part of the conversation, you’d be asking them to consider giving a future gift of a bequest in their Will. If you’re
interested, please call Lena Herrera Piekarski for a chat on 9341 8109 or email l.herrera@environmentvictoria.org.au

A gift in your Will to Environment Victoria 
is an exceptional gift to future Victorians.

FOREVER GREEN
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S U S T A I N A B L E L I V I N G

CAMPAIGNS UPDATE
From securing efficiency standards for rental
homes to rescuing our recycling industry, we’ve
had some big wins in recent months. Here’s a
quick round-up of what’s been happening. 

Efficiency standards 
for rental homes

On 6 September, the
Victorian Upper House
passed landmark reforms to
our rental laws, giving
government the power to
set minimum efficiency
standards for rental
properties. This is a huge win
for Victoria’s 1.2 million
renters, and we all have to
thank the 15,000 supporters
who signed our petition and
have been involved in the
campaign over the last two
years. Whoever wins the
November election will now
need to move quickly to
outline energy efficiency
standards such as insulation
and draught-proofing,
ensuring more comfortable
homes, lower power bills
and less greenhouse gas
pollution. 

A sample of media coverage of our rental standards
campaign.

Earlier this year we joined doctors, nurses, other
health professional and community members
(organised by Healthy Futures) to demand
tougher limits on Victoria’s biggest polluters –
coal-burning power stations – at the EPA’s head
office.

Recycling
China’s ban on foreign recycling threw the waste industry into a crisis,
but also created an opportunity. Through media stories, a petition and
a letter to the minister, we put forward a five-point plan to fix our
recycling industry. This helped secure $37 million in funding from the
Victorian government. This work has a long way to go before we reach
our goal of a truly circular economy, but it’s a start.

EPA limits on
climate
pollution
The EPA was going to review coal
power station licences behind
closed doors until we forced them
to open it up to community
consultation. At their public
meeting in August in Traralgon, we
presented a petition signed by
3700 people calling for limits on
climate pollution. It had a big
impact and made the TV news
across Gippsland. We’re hopeful the
EPA will do the right thing and
announce climate pollution limits
for coal-burning power stations
soon. 

More than 15,000 people from across Victoria signed
our rental standards petition, which we delivered to
Minister for Consumer Affairs, Marlene Kairouz in
July.

WIN!

WIN!

WIN!



Threatened species

N AT U R E
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AS YOU PROBABLY KNOW, I WILL BE LEAVING
Environment Victoria at the end of the year after the
all-important state election. This will be my last edition
of Environment Victoria News.

I want you to know what a privilege it has been to
work here over the last decade. I am really proud of all
we have achieved together and have been constantly
inspired and fuelled by the passion of our supporters,
staff, Board and volunteers.

As activists we are trying to achieve difficult things: a
rapid transformation of government, business and our
communities to prevent further global warming,

sustain nature and save life on earth. I’m convinced
we’re making real headway in Victoria, but I also know
we have so much further to go.

While we work on realising this change, we can also
model what we’re trying to achieve in our actions. I’ve
been so impressed and humbled to be part of a
wonderful Environment Victoria community re-making
the world, starting right here in Victoria.

Thank you for your support and for everything you
do to bring about a better world. As Arundhati Roy
wrote, “Another world is not only possible, she is on
her way. On a quiet day, I can hear her breathing.”

The Andrews government’s review of
the Flora and Fauna Guarantee Act
confirmed that the law needed
updating. Working with Environmental
Justice Australia, the Victorian National
Parks Association and the Wilderness
Society, we pushed bureaucrats and
politicians towards stronger laws.
Unfortunately, the final bill that went to
Parliament was only a modest
improvement, and it’s unlikely to pass
before the pre-election caretaker period
commences. To achieve more significant
reform in the next term, we need to
persuade government to prioritise the
protection of healthy ecosystems. 

With NSW experiencing record drought
and water running short in northern
Victoria, we’re forced to defend hard-won
gains for our rivers against those eager to
take more water for irrigation. We’ve been
working with River Ambassadors across
the Murray-Darling Basin to help them
develop local campaigns to mobilise
communities and bring their concerns to
politicians. We’re working with a diverse
group of people from Queensland to
South Australia, and we’ve given evidence
to the South Australian Royal Commission
into the Basin Plan, which is confirming
our concerns about how the plan has
been developed and implemented.

Thanks for the privilege of working together
After 11 years with Environment Victoria, Mark Wakeham will be stepping down as 
CEO after the Victorian state election. 

Mark Wakeham,
Chief Executive
Officer

Murray-Darling

PH
O

TO
: 

M
O

U
N

TA
IN

PY
G

M
Y

PO
SS

U
M

BY
PA

RK
S

A
U

ST
RA

LI
A

(F
LI

C
K

R,
 C

RE
A

TI
V

E
C

O
M

M
O

N
S)

PH
O

TO
: 

M
U

RR
A

Y-
D

A
RL

IN
G

JU
N

C
TI

O
N

BY
M

IC
H

A
EL

ST
O

RE
R

(F
LI

C
K

R,
 C

RE
A

TI
V

E
C

O
M

M
O

N
S)

CAMPAIGNS UPDATE



nn $50      nn $100      nn $250      nn $1000      nn Your choice $ _______________

Please find enclosed:  nn Cheque  or   nn Money Order (payable to Environment Victoria Inc.) 

Or please debit my credit card: nn Visa    nn MasterCard   nn Amex    

Cardholder’s name: ________________________________Expiry date: __ __ / __ __ Signature: __________________________

Card number:

nn Please send me info about how I can make a gift to Environment Victoria in my Will.

nn Please send me info about how I can support Environment Victoria with a monthly gift. 

Are your personal details correct on your letter? Or are you moving soon? Please update your personal information here if necessary. 

PERSONAL DETAILS

Title:                First name:                                                      Last name: 

Address: 

Suburb:                                                                                   State:                                       Postcode: 

Email: 

Mobile:                                                                                   Home:

Please complete this form, cut off this page and return it to Reply Paid 12575, A’Beckett Street, Melbourne, VIC 8006 or 
visit www.environmentvictoria.org.au and make your donation online. Thank you for your generosity!

Dear Mark, I want to power massive support for clean
energy and our environment at the Victorian election.
Please accept my donation of:

E L E C T I O N 2 0 1 8

15

(All donations over $2 are tax deductible.)

Personal information is collected to process donations, issue tax receipts and keep you updated about our work. Please contact us at the address below if you wish to limit the use of your personal information or
stop receiving direct marketing material from Environment Victoria. Our privacy policy is available at environmentvictoria.org.au/privacy and outlines how you can access or correct your personal information, who we
disclose your personal information to (including overseas recipients) and how you can lodge a complaint. nn Please tick if you do NOT want to receive communications from other organisations. Occasionally we allow
like-minded organisations to contact you with information that may be of interest to you, including organisations outside Australia. Those organisations allow us to do the same and this way we can reach more
people with vital information.
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Did you know you can donate online? www.environmentvictoria.org.au/give

Chief Executive Officer
Mark Wakeham

CAMPAIGNS & PROGRAMS
Campaigns Manager 
Nicholas Aberle
Healthy Rivers and Nature Campaign
Manager
Juliet Le Feuvre
Safe Climate Campaigner 
Cat Nadel
Senior Climate Campaign Advisor 
Erwin Jackson
Efficiency Campaigner 
Anne Martinelli
Public Policy and Advocacy Manager 
Dean Rizzetti
Community Organising 
Program Manager 
Jane Stabb
Community Organiser 
Adele Neale
Community Organiser 
Emma Horsburgh

Communications Managers 
Alex Merory, Greg Foyster
Communications Officer 
Cameron Wheatley

OPERATIONS
Finance Manager 
Kate Rogers 
Accounts Officer 
Jing Lu
Office Manager 
Cate Hoyle
Administration Assistant
Sharon Hargreaves
Fundraising Director 
Jonathan Storey
Fundraising Officer 
Heather Bruer
Major Donor and Bequests
Coordinator 
Lena Herrera Piekarski
Database Officer 
Karly Roolker 

BOARD
President 
Emma Humann
Vice-President 
Tim Watts
Paul Bailey
Peter Christoff
Elaine Montegriffo
Tabatha Fulker
Ben Krasnostein
Ralf Thesing 
(leave of absence)

REGULAR VOLUNTEERS
Environment Victoria would 
like to thank our amazing 
crew of regular volunteers, 
who are now too numerous 
to mention.

TALK TO US
Phone (03) 9341 8100 
Email
admin@environmentvictoria.org.au
Fax (03) 9341 8199
@EnviroVic
facebook.com/environmentvictoria

PO Box 12575
A’Beckett Street, Victoria, 8006
www.environmentvictoria.org.au 

Authorised by Mark Wakeham, CEO,
Environment Victoria, 
60 Leicester Street, Carlton, 3053.

WHO’S
WHO AT 

It’s been a crazy year in the schoolyard of
Australian politics. Join us as comedian
Sammy J, star of ABC’s Playground Politics,

shares his favourite satirical songs, and riffs
on the tantrums, thrills and leadership
spills of 2018.

Plus there’ll be food, drinks and our
inspiring Community Environment Awards
to celebrate individuals and groups who’ve
achieved incredible things for the
environment this year.

Tickets are free for members and donors
– but you’ll need to book asap!

WHEN
Wednesday 31 October 2018 
6pm-7:30pm  (Complimentary snacks 
and drinks from 7:30pm onwards)
WHERE
Auditorium, Australian Nursing
and Midwifery Federation
(Victorian Branch)
535 Elizabeth St, Melbourne VIC
3000
RSVP
Essential by Friday 26 October at 
envirovic2018.eventbrite.com.au
Or by calling 9341 8100

AWARD
NOMINATIONS
Know an individual or group
going above and beyond for
our environment? Nominate
them for a Community
Environment Award! 
Visit envict.org/2018awards.
Applications close Monday 
8 October.


