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“I’m hopeful that the transition provides an opportunity to expand our vision of the 
area, from being a power-generating area, which is great - to being so much more. I’d 
love to see more creative opportunities and other industries encouraged in the region.”  
– Josie 
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environment has been ravaged to provide energy to the whole state of Victoria for 
so long. I really hope that is not forgotten as the transition takes place, that there are 
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the health and care industries, and that mine rehabilitation goes beyond being safe 
and sustainable to create an environment which is vibrant and biodiverse.”  
– Steph

THANK YOU!
We’ve been working together 
for many years for a future 
beyond coal in the Latrobe 
Valley and to make sure the 
mines are cleaned up properly. 
Together we’re making real 
progress. 

On top of this, any water they take 
would come at the expense of rivers and 
wetlands, and outflows of water and 
seepage into groundwater could release 
toxic coal ash into local river systems. 

That’s why we’ve been pushing for more 
scrutiny of this plan – and we‘ve already 
had a few big wins. Firstly, the Victorian 
government has improved rules that inform 
how coal mine operators in the Valley must 
clean up mine sites after they close. The 
Declared Mine Rehabilitation Regulations 
set the standard for the future rehabilitation 
of all the Latrobe Valley coal mines – 
which is why it’s excellent to see big 

improvements for community consultation, 
transparency and accountability. Thanks 
to community pressure, last year the 
Victorian government also ruled that 
Engie’s rehabilitation plans would have 
to go through a full Environment Effects 
Statement (EES) process. And just last 
month, we got good news that the plan 
will now be scrutinised under federal 
environmental laws through the “water 
trigger” of the Environment Protection and 
Biodiversity Conservation Act (EPBC). 

It’s the first time the “water trigger” has 
been applied to mine rehabilitation.

It means Engie will have to properly 
investigate its plan’s potential impacts 
on the region’s precious water, our 
internationally recognised Gippsland 
Lakes and local threatened species such 
as Australasian Bitterns and Green and 
Golden Bell Frogs. But it also sets a hugely 
important precedent as remaining coal-
burning power stations close in the coming 
years – and sends a clear message that 
coal companies cannot get away with 
cheap band-aid solutions without scrutiny.

This is a huge win for the Latrobe Valley 
community and all the people and wildlife 
who depend on a healthy environment.  

It’s also a testament to the strong 
community leadership that continues 
to hold coal mine owners – and our 
government – to account. We still have 
a long way to go to make sure the 
community’s concerns are heard. As we 
write this, we’re awaiting the release of 
the scoping requirements for the EES into 
the rehabilitation plans. Stay tuned for 
how you can help hold Engie accountable 
and ensure we get the best rehabilitation 
solution, not just the cheapest.

Find out more about the Hazelwood EES 
process here > envict.org/hazelwood-faq

A drone shot shows just how close the 
Yallourn mine is to the township. For 
the local community, the impacts of 
digging up and burning brown coal go 
beyond just climate emissions - it can 
also pollute the air and waterways.

Credit: Friends of Latrobe Water 
(FLoW)

Steph and Josie are part of the Action 
Network in Gippsland. They produce the 
podcast Coal Face, check it out at: 
coalface.podbean.com
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Gas could be the biggest 
source of climate pollution 
in Victoria by 2035

Without a bold plan to help 
homes and businesses electrify, 
gas could become Victoria’s 
largest source of emissions   
– and push our climate targets  
out of reach.
Last year the Andrews government 
announced a world-leading climate  
target to cut emissions by 75-80% by 
2035, including a promise to close all 
remaining coal-burning power stations  
and reach 95% renewable energy. 

Having an end date for coal-burning power 
is a vital step forward for climate action – 
but what about gas?

Our latest report shows gas is a BIG 
problem and contains two shocking 
revelations: 

1. If the gas industry gets its 
way it could be responsible for a 
whopping 45% of Victoria’s climate 
pollution by 2035! 

2. Failing to reduce gas demand 
could also put the state’s climate 
targets at risk.

The gas industry is hoping Victoria 
will keep burning gas at the current 
unsustainable rate until at least 2040. 
And they’re hoping that, after decades 
of greenwashing and clever marketing, 
Victorians will let them get away with it. 

But the truth is, gas is expensive and 
polluting and it’s a HUGE problem – 
especially in Victoria, where we use more 
gas than any other state.

So what’s the solution? 

61% of Victoria’s gas demand comes 
from homes and small businesses (mostly 
heating and hot water). That’s more than 
industry and power generation combined!

That means replacing old gas heating and 
hot water with modern, efficient electric 
appliances needs to be one of the highest 
priorities for cutting pollution in Victoria.

The biggest barrier for many households 
is the upfront cost, which is why 
urgent government action is needed to 
strengthen the policies and incentives for 
electrification.

Right now, the Victorian government’s 
Gas Substitution Roadmap lacks the 
strong targets, timelines and incentives we 
need to help millions of homes and small 
businesses shift away from gas.

We urgently need a new government 
program to support all households – 
especially renters and people on low 
incomes – to reap the benefits of cleaner, 
affordable home heating and efficient 
electric water heaters.

Get the detail and access the full report 
at envict.org/gas-pollution

Greg Foyster,  
Media and  
Content Manager

Our report on gas and climate 
pollution had extensive newspaper 
and TV news coverage. Images above 
shows Premier Andrews
responding to journalists’ questions 
about the report.

Winter gas 
bills and 
community 
conversations 
As winter bites this year, thousands of 
Victorians will be switching on their gas 
heating and dreading the extortionate 
bill to come. 

While households with poor insulation 
or older appliances will suffer the 
greatest burden, multinational gas 
corporations like Origin, Santos and 
Shell will rake in massive profits at our 
expense and contribute almost no tax.

There has to be a better way. And that’s 
why this winter we’ll be reaching out to 
communities to hear their stories. 

Volunteers in our Action Network 
regions will brave the cold and chat to 
locals, host community events and raise 
awareness about the harms of gas to 
our health, wallets and climate.

We’ll mobilise communities to share 
with each other their stories of getting 
off gas and creative solutions to electrify 
together. We’ll also be drawing local 
media attention to the barriers people 
face in switching to efficient electric 
heating and hot water.

And finally, after hundreds of 
conversations, we’ll compile the results 
and take the stories to local MPs to call 
on their support to get Victoria off gas!

Find out how you can get involved at 
envict.org/winter
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Forever 
Green

For more than 50 years, 
Environment Victoria has played 
a vital role in safeguarding our 
precious environment. 
Thanks to you, our supporters, the Little 
Desert, Gariwerd (Grampians), and East 
Gippsland forests are today treasured 
national parks. Together, we stopped dirty 
industrial developments from going ahead 
in Westernport Bay in the 1970s, 1990s 
and 2020s and have fought long and hard 
to get water back into our stressed river 
systems, including the Snowy and Murray-
Darling.  

For decades Environment Victoria has 
played a leading role in addressing climate 
change, from stopping new coal-burning 
power stations being built in Latrobe 
Valley to securing the commitment to close 
all coal in Victoria by 2035. Today we’re 
pushing for an end to gas in Victoria, a 
better plan for the next Murray-Darling 
Basin Plan, and a clean energy future for 
everyone. 

All these, and many wins in between, 
happened because caring people like you 
wanted a better future for our climate and 
environment and decided to do something 
about it. Some of those people gave us 
a bequest in their Will – a gift that lasts 
beyond their lifetime. 

Writing a Will might sound daunting, but 
it is something we all need to do. You 
can write your Will using a solicitor, or 
Environment Victoria supporters can write 

a simple online Will with Gathered Here 
free of charge.  

If, like some of our supporters, you wish to 
leave a small percentage of your estate to 
Environment Victoria or any other cause 
close to your heart, Gathered Here will help 
you ensure your Will reflects this. There 
is, however, no obligation to leave a gift to 
Environment Victoria or any other cause to 
use this service. 

Thanks to people like you, we’ve achieved 
many great wins for Victoria’s environment 
in just over fifty years. Imagine what you 
could help us do in the next fifty years and 
beyond.  

Camille Warambourg, 
Key Relationships 
Manager

“Our natural environment is the most 
precious thing we can leave to future 
generations. We need to protect, enjoy, 
cherish and preserve our forests, mountains, 
rivers, native animals and birds. We need to 
stop mining coal. We need to stop cutting 
down native forest. 

Environment Victoria is doing valuable work 
to protect our natural environment and I 
want to support them.”

– David is leaving a gift to Environment 
Victoria in his Will

If you would like to find out more 
about leaving a gift to Environment 
Victoria in your Will, please contact 
our Key Relationships Officer, Belle 
Poole, on 03 9341 8131 or email 
bequests@environmentvictoria.org.au

Image credit: Doug Gimesy

Visit envict.org/online-will 
to create your free online Will
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You did it! Viva’s 
proposed gas import 
terminal suffers a 
huge blow.

Viva Energy’s polluting gas import 
terminal has faced strong community 
opposition. 

Credit Geelong Renewables not Gas. 

In a huge win for the community 
and climate, Viva Energy has 
been sent back to the drawing 
board to do further research 
into the environmental impacts 
of their proposed gas import 
terminal. The decision vindicates 
community concerns and will 
delay the project by at least 12 
months.
Since mid-2021 we’ve worked alongside 
the Geelong community to fight Viva 
Energy’s polluting Corio Bay gas import 
terminal proposal. And in early March 
this year, we had the biggest win of the 
campaign so far. 

The Victorian Planning Minister, Sonya 
Kilkenny, revealed that Viva must do an 
additional Environment Effects Statement 
(EES) for their project, because their first 
one simply wasn’t good enough.

So Viva has been sent back to the 
drawing board to do more research into 

a range of issues, including the impact of 
chlorinated water discharged into Corio 
Bay, the effects of dredging on seagrasses, 
how their gas terminal project could 
impact endangered and migratory birds, 
industrial noise pollution, air pollution, and 
Indigenous cultural heritage. 

The marine environment studies alone will 
take at least 12 months. There’ll be another 
public hearing, and the whole process 
could set them back years, costing them 
many millions of dollars. 

Throughout the process Viva has tried to 
downplay the colossal climate impacts of 
this project, but their own modelling makes 
the alarming assumption that Victoria will 
still be burning the same amount of gas in 
2040. 

Our analysis shows that if gas 
consumption follows the forecasts in 
Viva’s proposal, then the gas sector could 
be responsible for nearly half of Victoria’s 
emissions in 2035 (see the full story on 
page 12).

As we face the urgent challenge of cutting 
climate pollution, the last thing we need 
is a new gas terminal that will lock us into 
polluting gas for decades to come.  

Instead, Victoria needs to get on with 
the job of upgrading millions of Victorian 
homes away from gas to efficient electric 
appliances powered by clean energy. 

We don’t yet know if Viva will push ahead 
with this dirty project, but it’s clear the 
requirement to complete another EES is a 
huge setback. And this has only happened 
because of sustained community pressure 
from local groups like Geelong Renewables 
not Gas and concerned citizens right 
across Victoria. 

It’s taken thousands of hours of volunteer 
work over years for the Geelong 
community to build this momentum. 
They’ve held rallies and events in packed 
town halls, commissioned studies, released 
films, blitzed the media and more. 

We’re proud to have stood by them the 
whole way – and you should be too!

THANK YOU to the more 
than 2000 people who made 
a personal submission to the 
Environment Effects Statement 
(EES) process. Your contribution 
was incredibly important to this 
win. The committee’s report 
recognised the “vast majority” 
of submissions opposed the 
proposal, and “most raised 
concerns about climate change”.

Credit Geelong Renewables not Gas. 
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Dear Jono, I want to urgently help save the precious Murray-Darling 
and all the life it supports.

Please make this a donation by credit card:
(All donations over $2 are tax detuctable)

PERSONAL DETAILS

$50		  $100		  $250		  $1000		  Your choice $

Or please debit my credit card:  Visa                   Mastercard	                        Amex

Please send me info about how I can make a gift to Environment Victoria in my Will

Are your personal details correct on your letter? Are you moving soon? Please update your personal information if 
neccessary

Please complete this form, cut off this page and return it with the reply-paid envelope enclosed, or to Reply Paid 12575, 
A’Beckett Street, Melbourne, VIC 8006 or visit www.environmentvictoria.org.au and make your donation online. Thank 
you for your generosity!
Personal information is collected to process donations, issue tax receipts and keep you updated about our work. Please contact us at the address below if you wish to limit the 
use of your personal information or stop receiving direct marketing material from Environment Victoria. Our privacy policy is available at environmentvictoria.org.au/privacy 
and outlines how you can access or correct your personal information, who we disclose your personal information to (including overseas recipients) and how you can lodge a 
complaint . 
       
             Please tick if you do NOT want to receive communications from other organisations. Occasionally we allow like-minded organisations to contact you with information that 		
             may be of interest to you, including organisations outside Australia. Those organisations allow us to do the same and this way we can reach more people with vital information.

Title:		  First name:			                            Last name:

Address: 		

Suburb:						                        State:                                                     Postcode:

Email:

Mobile:						                                    Home:

Card number

Please make this a monthly donation

Please find enclosed	 Cheque 		 or Money Order               (payable to Environment Victoria Inc.)

Cardholders name:					           Expiry  _ _ /_ _      Signature
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Who’s who at Environment Victoria

TALK TO US
Phone: (03) 9341 8100 
Email: admin@environmentvictoria.org.au

PO Box 12575
A’Beckett Street, Victoria, 8006

www.environmentvictoria.org.au

REGULAR VOLUNTEERS
Environment Victoria would like 
to thank our amazing crew of 
regular volunteers, who are now too 
numerous to mention.

Chief Executive Officer
Jono La Nauze

CAMPAIGNS & 
PROGRAMS
Climate Campaign 
Manager 
Sarah Rogan
Policy and Advocacy 
Manager 
Bronya Lipski
Healthy Rivers 
Campaigner 
Tyler Rotche
Community Organising 
Co-Managers 
Laura Melville, Taegan 
Edwards
Senior Organiser 
Emma Horsburgh
Senior Organiser 
Victor Komarovsky
Latrobe Valley Organiser 
Hayley Sestokas

Data Support Officer 
Chante Bock
Communications Manager 
Alex Merory
Communications 
coordinator 
Cameron Wheatley
Media and Content 
Managers
James Norman, Greg 
Foyster
Communications Officer 
Isabel Kimpton

OPERATIONS
Finance Manager 
Don Batson 
Bookkeeper 
Jing Lu
Administration Support 
Officers 
Fiona Ames, Ingrid Wys
Office Manager  
Cate Hoyle

Fundraising Director 
Jonathan Storey
Fundraising Officer 
Hannah Minns
Key Relationships 
Manager 
Camille Warambourg
Key Relationships Officer 
Sylwia Sierkiewicz (on 
leave), Belle Poole
Database Administrator  
Karly Roolker

BOARD
President 
Conor Costello
Vice-President 
Paul Brown
Ralf Thesing
Tim Lo Surdo
Michaela Morris
Jane Campton
Jed Gilbert
Aaron Lamb
Bethany Koch

CoPower, in partnership with Energy Locals, 
is the only 100% community owned and 
democratically managed energy retailer in 
Australia. 

Their mission is fighting poverty, tackling the  
climate crisis and supporting communities —  
and we are now an official member!

By law, CoPower is not allowed to make a profit. 
Instead they re-invest money in organisations  
and campaigns working for a fairer society and a 
safer climate.

By switching your energy retailer to CoPower, not 
only will you be helping to put power back in the 
hands of communities, you’ll be able to vote for 
projects and campaigns that will receive CoPower’s 
support.

Read more and find out  
how you can switch here  
envict.org/copower

Why we’ve joined CoPower - 
and how you can too!

Image credit: Doug Gimesy

Environment Victoria News is printed on 
100% post-consumer recycled Ecostar 
paper


