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A powerful movement doesn’t grow on passion alone — it grows when people 
are empowered to step up, connect, and lead. That’s why we invest in lasting 
support to help communities organise for real change. Thanks to you, powerful 
spaces like this year’s Winter Summit were possible. 

Sixty people from across Victoria came together to learn, share and shape the 
future of our movement. From first-time volunteers to long-time supporters, 
everyone brought something unique — and left with new skills, stronger 
relationships, and renewed energy to act. 
 
Volunteer-led ‘home pods’ grounded the space in trust and care, and forest 
bathing and deep listening to Country reconnected us to nature, purpose and 
vision. People shared music, stories and art — reminders that movements are 
built on connection as much as action. 
 
These spaces aren’t just inspiring — they’re essential, giving leaders the tools, 
relationships and confidence to power campaigns in their own communities.

People Power is our heartbeat — and thanks to your unwavering support, it’s 
getting stronger everyday. Our Action Network has driven bold, visible change 
across Victoria — and you helped put our Get Off Gas campaign front and centre. 

Just last month, we saw a major win: the Victorian Government announced 
new regulations to phase out gas hot water systems and make new buildings 
all-electric. It’s the beginning of the end for expensive, climate-wrecking gas. This 
is monumental.

From yard signs to street conversations to meetings with MPs, you’ve helped turn 
ambition into action. Your support was critical to this movement-defining 
moment. And it’s just the beginning. 

We need to keep the pressure on — every day — to stop gas industry misinfor-
mation and keep our government moving forward. We’ve got this. Especially 
with you by our side. 

SPARKING CHANGE WITH YOU YOU KEEP THE WORK FLOWING

WE’RE STRONGER TOGETHER YOU SAID NO TO NUCLEAR



We’ve supported communities in the Latrobe Valley for years — and your 
steadfast support has been at the core of this long-term organising. 

In the face of this threat, you helped amplify their voices —  through 
local forums, rallies, community conversations, highly visible billboards, 
newspaper ads, petitions, flyers and loads of local media coverage.

“Thanks to your support over many years, we’ve been engaging our 
community and building the relationships needed to support the 
Latrobe Valley’s energy transformation. 

This campaign galvanised the community, showing the true power we 
have when we work together. While we celebrate that nuclear is dead, 
we know there’s more to do — I’m looking forward to refocusing on a 
positive future for the Latrobe Valley built on good jobs in clean energy.”

Hayley Sestokas — Senior Organiser, Gippsland Region

SPARKING CHANGE WITH YOU YOU KEEP THE WORK FLOWING
You helped fund important outreach trips — in May, you got us to 
Bendigo and surrounds. We heard firsthand from riverside landholders, 
fishing groups, birdwatchers, farmers and Traditional Owners about the 
impacts they’re seeing on the environment. To restore our rivers and 
wetlands, and help communities thrive, this community engagement 
is vital. 

Next year, the Murray-Darling Basin Plan is up for review. This is a once 
in a generation opportunity — your support will keep us engaging wide-
ly across Basin communities, building strong case studies, and continuing 
the important research. 

With this strength, we can pressure Ministers and MPs to put nature at 
the heart of the national plan for managing water in the Basin.  Your gen-
erous commitment flows beyond this moment — long-term restoration 
needs long-term support. This lasting care flows from you.  

WE’RE STRONGER TOGETHER YOU SAID NO TO NUCLEAR



Late last year, the First Peoples’ Assembly and the Victorian Government formally commenced 
negotiations for Treaty. They will negotiate what will be the first of multiple treaties covering the lands  

we now know as Victoria. 

Environment Victoria stands proudly, shoulder to shoulder, with the Assembly and with every First 
Nations person in their pursuit of truth, treaty and voice. 

As an environmental organisation, we have seen the good that comes to native plants and animals when 
First Nations have the right to care for and heal country.  

First Nations have been fighting against destruction and pollution of their land and waters from the 
very beginning, and the best and most successful campaigns to protect nature have often involved 

deep collaboration with Traditional Owners. 

Together, we will create a future where First Peoples’ voices are heard, rights are respected, and justice 
is realised for generations to come. 

Environment Victoria is located on Wurundjeri land and works across many Aboriginal nations. We pay our respects to
Aboriginal elders past and present, recognise their continuing contribution to caring for country, and 

acknowledge that sovereignty was never ceded.
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